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5 As BY LAW ESTABLISHED». 


N My Lords and Gentlemen, 


© as late violent and unwarrantable 
attacks, made on the property of the 
Minifters of the Goſpel: of the reformed 
Church of this Nation ; and the hbellous 
. Publications, every day circulated in the 
EA ee Prints, againft our Church Eſta- 
Hliſhment, have been hitherto unparal- 
lelled in any period ſince the Revolution: 
the outrages of the White Boys, about 
18 or 20 years ago, were not particularly 
directed againft the Clergy of the eſta- 
bliſhed Church; they were equally mm 
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perpefrators of. them, ſuggeſted "WY 
real or imaginary grievances, as the cau= 8 
ſes of their violent proceedings; but the 
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3 Inſurgents in the South of this 


kingdom, openly profeſs themſelves to be 


Papiſts, who aſſemble at their reſpecti ve 


FR Maſs-Houſes, and bind themſelves by _ 
- ſolemn oaths, at the feet of their Altars, 
to aboliſh Tithes, or to eſtabliſh ſome ve- 


ry inadequate modus or commutation in 


their place, that is, as I ſhall hereafterſhew, 
in effect, to annihilate this, almoſt only 
ſupport and ſubſiſtence, of all the Paro- 


chial Clergy, ReQors, Vicars, and Cu- 


rates, throughout this kingdom: and to 


put this their new ſolemn league and co- 
venant, in caſe of reſiſtance or diſobedi- 
ence to their mandates, into execution, 


by Fire and Sword. Obſerving that the 
extent of the miſchief of this ſcheme, if 


carried into execution, is not fully un- 


derſtood ; I have taken up my pen, with 


the view of explaining the evil which 


muſt 'enſue, in caſe this Popiſh Banditti 
ſhall be ſuffered to proceed to its comple- 
tion, that is, the utter ſubvertion of the + 
Conftitution in Church and State. In 
' executing my deſign, I ſhall f/f waſh 
away the falſe colouring, under which 


theſe inſurgents (or more. properly their 
ſecret and inſidious abettors) endeavour 
to conceal or palliate their deſigns and 
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eedings, and make them palatable to 
Proteſtants; to wit, a charge of 


-  - opprefſion-.and- exaction on the eſtabliſn- 
72 i ed Clergy, their A ents, and P roctors 5 L210 
and a charge, artfully thrown in, of ex- 


action on their own Clergy ; with which, 
whether true or falſe, we have nothing 
to do; but by making it, they aim at the 

character of impartiality, like the Mock 


Doctor in the Farce, who excuſes his beat - 


ing his Wife, by telling her, that when he 
beats her, he beats half himſelf=-Secondh, 
I ſhall ſhew, that the abolition or reduction 
of tithe by law, as this nation is ſituated, 
will be 'in effect a tranſlation of propert 


ftom the Clergy of the Eſtabliſhed Churc 


to the Popiſh Eccleſiaſticks—Thzrdly, 
That the abolition or reduction of tithe, 
will encreaſe, inſtead of diminiſhing, the 
burthens of the real landholder and fayner. 
 —Fourthly, That the preſent method of 
raiſing -a maintenance for the national 
Clergy, by payment of tithe, in the man- 
ner it is by law payable, is the propereſt 
mode of raiſing a maintenance for them; 
and that it is difficult, and almoſt imprac- 
ticable, to ſubſtitute any other mode of 
ſubſiſtence. in its place, conſiſtent with 
juſtice and reaſon; under which head, I 
fſhall conſider the Scheme of a Modern 
Projector, relative to the Collection of 
Tithe.—Fifiliy, That the methods of re- 
covering tithe by the law of the land, as 
N „ it 


1 1. 


N How: PRO from thoſe who' unjuſlly 5 
withhold or ſubtract it, have been deviſed 


Wit great equity and moderation, and are 
neither vexatious, oppreſſive, nor expen- 
-five-—And fxtibly and Jaftly, I ſhall con- 
clude with ſome obſervations, tending to 
_ -ſhew, the cauſe, riſe, and progreſs of the 
preſent diſturbances relative to tithe, and 
do prove that the moſt trifling compliance 


by the Legiſlature of this Country, with 


2 the inſolent factious demands and preten- 
tions of a Popiſh Banditti, ſpirited up by 
agitating Fryars and Romiſh Miſſionaries, 


ſent here for the far aa: of ſowing ſedi- 
tion, is as inconſiſtent with juſtice, as it 
is with ſound policy, and the ſafety of 


this Proteſtant State: and that our Reli - 


gious Eſtabliſnment is the main pillar of 


dur Conſtitution, which cannot be pulled 


down without the ruin of the whole 


Structure of our Government. 


And firſt, The exactions and oppreſſi- 
ons charged on the Clergy of the Eſta- 
bliſhed Church by the preſent Inſurgents, 


veelate only to Predial Tithe, which is, the 


clear tenth part of the annual produce of 
the earth, when ſevered. from it; to this 
the Rector of each pariſh, (unlefs it 
ſhould be an impropriation of which 1 


| ſhall ſpeak hereafter) is intitled by the 


common law of the land. It is unneceſſary 
for me here, to enter into any Diſquiſiti- 


on, concerning the nature of 1 the title of 
: the 


| [$4 77 

the Clergy to Tithe, whether it be deriv- 
ed from di vine or human law; for I ſhall 
not inſiſt on any title to Tithe in the 
| Clergy, except, that title which is veſted 
in them by the municipal law of the 
land. "The Rector of a pariſh then, has 
a title to demand and receive, from the 


farmer or occupier of the land, by the 
common law of the land, coeval with our 


_ conſtitution, one full tenth part of the year- 
ly produce of the land, as Predial Tithe, 
whether it conſiſts of corn, hay, roots, 
or other vegetables. This title in the 
n er is antecedent to the title of 

any land-owner in this kingdom, and is 


founded on the ſame law of the land, 


which ſecures to the land-owner the poſ- 


ſeſſion and enjoyment of his eſtate; and 


is a title ſo well known, and confefled, 
by all perſons converſant with our laws, 
that it is unneceſſary to ſpeak further 
concerning its validity. In ancient times, 
when the uſe of money was little known, 
either in this kingdom or in England; 
the landlords rent, as well as the Tithe, 
was paid in kind, that is, was paid in the 
= of the earth, of which the land- 
d and parſon conſumed as. much as 
they had occaſion for, and bartered the 
reſt, for ſuch other commodities, in the 
poſſeſſion of others, as they ſtood in need 
of, In proceſs of time, when commerce 
had N money, which became the 
common 
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. common \ flandard to ee the value of... 
all commodities by, and an eſtabliſhed 
cquivalent, for Which all commodities 
were exchanged, landlords began to „% 
ſerve, and receive their rents in money : ; N 
and the Clergyman and Pariſhioner alſo | 
+ 2 mutual ad vantage, theone in receivs- 
ing the value of his tenth part of the produce 5 
of the earth, and the other in paying it, 
In money. The advantage of this agree- 


ment always lay, and, from the nature of 


the tranſaction, muſt always lye, on the ſide 


of the Pariſhioner, for the Clergyman, muſt 


always ſell to the Pariſhioner, at leſs than 


the value of the tenth part; becauſe if 
the Clergyman ſhould demand a fum 
equal to the value of the tenth part, it is 
in the power of the Pariſhioner to tell the 


Clergyman, he will not buy the tenth, 
and to ſever it from the nine parts, and ſet 


it out for him; the Clergyman is then 
under. the neceſſity of taking the te th 


part in kind, carrying it away, and ſend- 
ing it to market, which in the preſent 


| ſtate of things, and in the beſt regulated : 7 
police, muſt be troubleſome-and inconve- 


nient to him; and if he has many Pa- 


riſhioners, who have. ſmall farms, is im- 


practicable; ſo that the Pariſhioner is al- 
ways ſure of buying his Tithe from 
the Clergyman at an. under value. 
If the Clergyman ſhould even deſire to 


| take his 7: the 1 in kind, and refuſe to ſell 1 L 


it 
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it to the Wits: Rill the Sima has ne. 4 
e for the Farmer is himſelf to 
ſeyer the tenth, from the nine Parts, and 
to ſet it out; and he will always take 
care; that the Part which he ſets out ass 
Tithe ſhall not exceed the tenth of the 
whole. Hence it is evident to demonſtra- 
tion, that in the collection of Predial 
Tithe in kind, or in the making of agree- 
ments for the ſale of it, with the Farm 
er, it is abſolutely impoſſible, that any 
Clergyman, his Proctor, Agent, or Leſſee, 
can exerciſe any exaction or oppreſſion 
whatſoever : the Clergy,” in. this reſpeQ, 
are the only perſons in the community, 
who cannot by any art or ingenuity, levy 
more than the real amount of their de- 
mands: and it is notorious throughout 
this kingdom, that the Clergy in gene- 
ral, do not actually receive, one third of =_ 
"the real value of their Predial Title. 
that is, the thirtieth part of the value 
of the whole; and that no Clergyman | 
whatſoever, his Proctor, Agent, Manag 
er, or Leſſee, let him, or they, be ever ſo 
avaricious, or griping, actually receive, £ | 
or are paid, the one half of the value of _ | 
the tenth, by way of compoſition for it, | 
with the farmer. Though every farmer 
in this kingdom is conſcious of the truth 
of this aſſertion, and that it holds good in | 
ee to * 1 Tithes, yet to diſ- = 
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abuſe ſuch perſons, as are not Land Oc- 


iers themſelves, who may be miſled 
by the preſent clamours of exaction and 
oppreſſion in the Clergy, I ſhall menti- 


on one ſpecies of Predial Tithes only, 
and the uſual rates of compoſition for it, 


that is the tithe of potatoes. In the 


ſouthern parts of this kingdom, immenſe 


tracts are laid out for paſture grounds, 
for the feeding of oxen ; tillage is conſe. 
quently neglected, and the poorer ſort of 


pos generally ſubſiſt on potatoes. The 


ouſe of Commons in a former Parlia- 


ment in this Kingdom, had uſurped and 


exerciſed, a moſt arbitrary and tyrannical 


power, over the libertyand property of the 
Subject, a power which was never claimed 
or exercifed by any of our Monarchs, by 


their votes alone, they actually impriſon- 


ed and plundered the Subject, and illegal - 


ly robbod him at once, of his Liberty and 
Eſtate, during this domin ation, a vote 
paſſed this Houſe, that no Tithe of Agiſt- 
ment ſhould be paid throughout this 
Kingdom; and that every, Clergyman 


who thould preſume to appeal to the 


laws, for the recovery of the Tithe of 
Agiſtment ſhould be deemed an enemy 
to his country, that is, (according to the 

ractice of the tyranny then exerciſed) 
ſhould be impriſoned for life in a loath- 
ſome dungeon; without the leaſt proſpect 


or hope of redreſs. This vote, which was 


carried 


carried in this Houſe of Commons, by 
the intereſt of certain men, who had de- 
populated large tracts of land, and con- 
verted them into paſturage, ſo intimidated 
the Clergy, that none of them dared to 
vindicate his Property by due courſe of 
Law; and the whole body, was at once 
robbed; of ſo much of their legal mainte- 
nance, as the Tithe of Agiſtment, that 
is, the tenth part of the clear gains of the 
Gragier, on the ſale of his fat cattle, a- 
mounted to; in direct defiance of the 
known Law of the Land. In the South 
of Ireland therefore, particularly in the 
Counties of Limerick, Kerry, Cork and 
Tipperary, where fat Oxen cover the 
greateſt part of the plains, and the val- 
ies; Heath and. Bogs the mountains; 
the clergyman muſt derive the principal 
part of his maintenance, from the ſcanty 
part, allotted by the great Landholders, 
to the culture of Potatoes. It is a fact 
which cannot be diſputed, that theſe 
reat Landholders, ſet a part of their great 
arms every year by the: acre, to the 
poorer ſort of the Peaſantry, to plant 
Potatoes in. The Peaſant hires an acre, 
or two 'acres, or perhaps a part of an 
acre, from one of theſe Landholders, for 
fuch part of one year only, as affords him 
time ſuffieient, to plant Potatoes in the 
plot of ground ſo hired by him, and to 
dig out the crop, at the enormous * 8 


EI 


1 


of eight pounds ſterling by the acre; N 


and ſo rateably for a leſs quantity, than 
an acre. This price is ſometimes reduced 
to ſix guineas by the acre, according to 
the quality of the ground: It muſt be 
admitted, that no Peaſant, rating his la- 
bour, manure, and ſeed reaſonably, can 
poſſibly cultivate an acre of Potatoes pro- 
rly, at leſs coſt than that of four pounds, 


ence it is evident, that his crop on an 


acre planted with Potatoes, muſt amount 
in value to the ſum of twelve pounds, 
otherwiſe all his Pains and Labour are 
loſt: and ſurely it muſt be admitted, 
that the value of the crop muſt amount 
to much more, otherwiſe the Peaſantry 


would not waſte their time and labour in 


ſo unprofitable an employment. The 
Clergyman is undoubtedly by the com- 
mon law of the land entitled to the tenth 

art of this crop, after it is dug from 
the earth by the cultivator, this tenth to 
be ſet out either by meaſure or weight. 


Now what ſum are the Clergy univerſal- 


ly, throughout the whole Province of 
Munſter, where the principal part of their 
ſubſiſtence ariſes from the Tithe of Po- 


tatoes, contented to accept of from the 


Cultivator, for this their tenth part of 
the crop of an acre of Potatoes? The 
largeſt ſum I have ever heard to be 
demanded by a Parſon, his Proctor, or 
Leſſee for the Tithe of an acre of Pota- 
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toes, throughout that whole Provi nce 


(and J have had the moſt accurate in- 


formation on the ſubject) is the ſum 
of twelve ſhillings ba and the price 
varies in different pariſhes, from the ſum 
of twelve ſhillings, down to five ſhil- 


lings; which laſt ſum, or a ſum very 
little exceeding it, is much more 
nerally accepted by the Parſon ; ſo fn 
on an average, it may be confidently 
aſſerted, that throughout the whole 


Province of Munſter, no greater ſum, 


than the ſum of ſeven or eight ſhillings 
by the acre, is demanded by the Parſon 
for the price of his Tithe of an acre 
planted with Potatoes; and if we take 


into conſideration, that the meaſurement 


of, the land is very far from being accu- 
rate, the Parſon having no right to enter 
on it, and meaſure it, and being under 
the neceſſity therefore, of taking its di- 
menſions from the Cultivator, who will 
take care not to over-rate it; that every, 
ſpecies of deceit to circumvent the Par- 
ſon, to induce him to ſell his tenth at 


an under- rate, to conceal from him the 


real amount of the Tithe, to defraud him 
in the ſale as much as poſſible, and after 
all to with- hold the payment of the ſum 


agreed upon, 1s practiſed by the Iriſh 
Farmers; we may ſafely affirm, that the 


Parſon does not actually receive the fourth 
part of the value of the Tithe of Pota- 
B 2 toes, 
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8 that i 15; the fortieth part of. 1 

lue of the whole; and what I have men- 
tioned feſpecting the: Tithe of Potatoes, 
holds equally good in reſpect to all other 
Predial Tithes. It was in the laſt Seſſion 
aſſerted: in one of the Houſes of Parlia- 
ment, in a debate on à bill relative to 
Tithes, that the ſum of twenty-eight 
ſhillings; had been exadted for the Tithe 
of one acre of Potatoes, in a particular 
part of the Province of Munſter. This 
fact I enquired into, and I ſhall here 
give aſtate of the matter, which can be 


fully proved by the moſt indiſputable 


authority, if neceflary. A Farmer in the 
Province of Munſter, and the Incumbent 
of his Pariſh, could not agree on the ſum 
to be paid by the Farmer for the purchaſe - 
of the Tithe of an acre of Potatoes, the 


Incumbent demanding eight ſhillings, 


the Farmer refuſing ro give him more 
than ſix; the Farmer dug his crop of 
Potatoes out of the ground, and carried 


it away, without ſetting out the tenth 


part for the Incumbent ; and the Incum- 
bent ſued him for the ſubtraQion in the 
1 Court of the Dioceſe; the 
cauſe camè regularly on to be heard, and 


the value of the crop of the acre of Po- 


tatoes was proved by incontrovertible 


evidence, to amount to fourteen pounds 
ſterling ; and ſentence was given, that 
the Farmer ſhould Pay to the Incumbent 

twenty 
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twenty-eight ſhillings, being the tenth 
part of the value of the crop, as proved in 


the. cauſe. The Eccleſiaſtical Judge was 


bound by his duty, and his oath, in this 
caſe, to pronounce ſuch a ſentence ; be- 


cauſe Eccleſiaſtical, as well as other Judges, 


are bound to decree, Secundum Allega- 
ta ef Probate, that is, according to what 


is alledged and proved in the cauſe; and 


if this cauſe had been heard in the Court 
of Exchequer, and ſuch proofs, as I have 
mentioned, had been made in that Court, 
there muſt have been a ſimilar decree. 


Where then is the hardſhip in this caſe ? 


and who was the oppreſſor? the farmer, 


- who refuſed to buy the Tithe of the crop 


from the Parſon, at leſs than one third of 


the value, and then ſubſtracted the Tithe 
of the whole, and compelled the Parſon, 


to reſort to the law, for the recovery of a 


juſt demand ; or the Parſon, who offered 


to take leſs than one third of the value of 
his property, in lieu of the whole, for 
Peace Sake? Surely this is a queſtion 
which anſwers itſelf; and ſurely that 
member of the legiſlative body, who ad- 


duced this as an inſtance of oppreſſion; 


was unacquainted with the nature of the 
caſe. In the courſe of laſt winter, an in- 


cumbent of a Parith in the Dioceſe of 


Dublin, was obliged to ſue one of his 


Pariſhoners in the Eccleſiaſtical Court, 
for the ſubtraction of the Tithe of Corn 
y | 1 
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and Hay. It appeared in evidence in the 


cauſe, ' that the incumbent had made a 


» 


verbal agreement with the Pariſhoner,' to 


Tet him have the Tithes of his farm during 


his incumbency, at the annual rent of 


three pounds or - thereabouts; and that 


this rent had been paid to the Parſon for 
ſome years; that the Pariſhoner, in the 


year preceding the inſtitution of the ſuit, 


had refuſed any longer to abide by the 
agreement, and had ſubtracted the Tithe 
from the Parſon, without making him 
any compenſation for it, and the value of 
the Tithe ſubtracted was fully and incon- 
trovertibly proved to amount, to the ſum 
of fifteen pounds ſterl. and upwards, for 
which ſum the Parſon obtained a decree. 
I mention this laſt tranſaQtion, to furniſh 
the advocates of the preſent Inſurgents, 


with another inſtance of oppreſſion, and 


exaction in theClergy! On the whole then, 
it muſt be concluded, by every unprejudic- 
ed perſon, that theeſtabliſhed Clergy, being 
entirely deprivedof the Tithe of Agiſtment, 


by which the greateſt part of the paſtur- 


age land in this kingdom (as I may ftile 
it emphatically) of Graziers, is at once ex- 
empted from the payment of any Tithe; 


and being paid ſcarce a fourth part of the 


value of Predial Tithes, do not in general 
receive the eigbtieth part of the annual 


produce of the earth; that is, in general, 


they do not receive one eighth part of that 
75 | | main- 
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maintenance and ſubſiſtence, to which 
they are at leaſt as well entitled by the 
law of the land, as any layman whatſo- 
ever is to the receipt of the rents of his 
eſtate: that the preſent clamours raiſed 
; againſt the eſtabliched Clergy of oppreſſion 
and exaction, are not only quite ground- 
leſs, but that it is abſolutely out of their 
power, either by themſelves, their Proc- 
tors, Agents, or Leſſees, (were they ſo 
inclined) to exerciſe any oppreſſion or ex- 
action in the collection of their Tithes : 
and that inſtead of being the oppreſſors 
they are the oppreſſed, and the only ſet 
of men under his Majeſty's Government, 
who are defrauded and deſpoiled of their 
properties, and have been uniformly ſo, 
without redreſs, for a long courſe of 
years, by violence, outrage, and the moſt 
flagrant acts of injuſtice. 

It is now time to.take a view of the 
conſtituent parts, behaviour, and de- 
mands of this Banditti, who have riſen 
up, avowedly for the. purpoſe, of rooting 

out the eſtabliſhed Clergy of this realm 
by Fire and Sword, and whoſe manifeſ- 
toes and exploits are dayly, with an air 
of triumph and exultation, circulated in 
our publick prints (which by the bye are 
almoſt all under the management of, or 
publiſhed by, Popiſh Printers) and of the 
curious exhortations, and addreſſes, made 
by the ſame channels, to theſe ruffians, 
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under the avowed ſignatures of perſons, 
univerſally known to be Romiſh re 
and Miſſionaries. 

As to the conſtituent parts of this b. 
ble, I ſhall take my account of them, 
from their own manifeſto, lately very in- 
duſtriouſly publiſhed in all the News Pa- 
pers, entitled a letter to the Right Hon. 
Silver Oliver Eſq. purporting to have 
been agreed on, and compoſed at a gene- 
ral meeting, and figned William O' Driſ- 
coll, ſtiling himſelf Secretary to all the 
Munſter Peaſant y, on behalf of the afore- 
faid Peaſantry.* In this letter they ſet- 
forth, that they are all Peaſants, and that 
they are all Papiſts, for in one paſſage in 
it, they ſtate, that one O'Leary * in- 
formed them, as plain as Friur could, that 
God would not confine his falvation to 

one ſeq alone, and that the beſt title to 
the Crown is the election of the People, 
then this Popiſh Peaſantry honour the 
eſtabliſhed Clergy of this realm, with the 
title of decimating leeches ; and- declare, 
that if the Legiſlature will, by a law, 
exonerate them from paying Tithes, or 
eſtabliſh ſuch compoſition, as they pre- 
ſcribe, for them; they will be hereafter 
| ”—_ 42855 and conclude with a oa 
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This Letter will be found at large, at the end of this 
Pamphlet, as it was publiſhed in all the Newſpapers 
throughout the kingdom; and alſo in all the Engliſh 
— in the month of Op laſt, | 


* * 2 I 549 
4 „ > wor” 


l 

of ſums, and of different kinds of Predi- 
al Tithes; declaring themſelves deter- 
mined, hereafter not to pay any greater 


3 ſums in lieu of thoſe Tithes; and to bind 


themſelves to the obſervance of ſuch de- 
termination by a voluntary oath : They 
then add, by way of a blind, to prevent 
Proteſtants from taking the alarm, at this 
attack made on the maintenance and ſup- 
port of their Clergy, by a Popiſh Pea- 
fantry, in open defiance of the eſtabliſn- 
ed law of the land; a liſt of ſums, which 


they declare themſelves reſolved to pay in 
future to their own Clergy, for perform- 
ing the ſeveral offices of their religion. 


II cannot diſmiſs this inſolent Declaration 
of War againſt the eſtabliſhed Religon of 
the Country, by a Confederacy of armed 
Papiſts, without a few remarks upon it ; 
I ſay, againſt the eſtabliſhed Religion of 
the Country ; becauſe I ſhall hereafter 
demonſtrate, that this attempt, if ſucceſs- 
full, muſt end in the total expulſion of 
all the Clergy of the eſtabliſhed Church 
from this kingdom, and conſequently in 
3 the ſubverſion of the eſtabliſhed Religion. 
Andi, it is plain from the ſtile of it, 
that it was not written by a Peaſant, but 
by ſome dangerous Incendiary of another 
Rank; probably enough by the Fryar, 
with the barbarous Sirname, mentioned in 
this Manifeſto, to be the inſtructor of the 
Peaſantry in religion and politicks; if 
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E 
there rrally be ſuch a perſon; if not, by 
ſome other Popiſh Miſſionary.— Second, 
That it breathes, the moſt inſolent and 
daring ſpirit, of Revolt, and Refiftance'to 
all legal authority, thinly covered in ſome 
places with: the gauze of humility, much 
in the ſtile of the robber in the play, who 
tells the lady, holding a piſtol to her head; 
madam, I would not alarm you for the 


World Lentreat you, not to be in the leaft 
uneaſy; deliver your purſe, or I'll blow 


your brains out. Thirdly, That the doc- 
trine mentioned therein to be taught by 


the Fryar, in reſpect to religion, is dia- 


metrically oppoſite to the known, avow- 
ed, and eſtabliſhed doctrine of the Romiſh 
Church; and ſuch as no Prieſt of that 
Church dare . Preach; this therefore was 
deceitſully thruſt into the Maniſeſto, by . 


way of convincing Proteſtants, that if 


they will patiently fuffer their Clergy to 
be rooted. out, ' and quietly ſubmit to 
the eſtabliſhment of Popery, and the 
abolition of the reformed Religion ; 
Papiſts will not burn them as heretofore 
for Hereticks ; the eſtabliſhed doctrine 
of the Romiſh Church being; that 
Hereticks (that is, all who, are not 
Papiſts) being devoted Victims of ever- 
laſting Fire in the next World, ought to 
be burned by every good Chriſtian (that 


is every good Papiſt) in this World; be- 
. cauſe, by ſuch conduct, they will mani- 


feſt themſelves to be humble imitators 


F300 
of the Almighty. Fourthly, That the 
political doctrine of the Fryar, menti- 
oned in the ſame Paper, is a very dan- 
gerous doctrine, and utterly inconſiſtent 
with our conſtitution, to wit, bat te 
Election of the Subject is the beſt Title to 
# tbe Crown, This was thrown in, partly, 
Z becauſe it is an agreeable and flattering 
doctrine to the Mob; but prineipally to 
inſinuate to Proteſtants, that the Papiſts 
of this country, are no longer the Parti- 
zans of thoſe Branches of the Royal 
Family, which have been excluded from 


all ſucceſſion to the Crown, for being 
Papiſts. Papiſts being, by Act of Parlia- 


men, for ever diſabled and incapacitated 
from ſwaying the ſceptre of this Nation, 
or of Great Britain. Which incapacity 
extends to other Royal Papiſts, bath of the 
French and Sardinian Houſes, inherita- 
ble in direct ſucceſſion, as well as to 
the deſcendants of the late King James 
the Second. How ſincere ſuch profeſſi- 
ons of a Popiſh Confederacy are, and 
how rigidly they would be adhered to, 
in caſe Papiſts ſhould be able to make 
themſelves complete maſters of this king- 
dom, I leave it to all reaſonable Proteſ- 
tants to judge : but the pernicious part of 
this political doctrine of the Fryar, is, 
the inſinuation, that our Crown is elective, 
that the electors are the People at large, 
that is, the Papiſis of this kingdom, who, 
it muſt be confeſſed, compoſe the . 
a | C 2 0 
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of the People; and that conſequently, 
our Monarch, being entitled to his crown, | 
by the election of the people, (that is of 
the Papiſts) may at any time be deprived 
of his Crown, by the ſame power that 
gave it, and a Popiſh Sovereign elected in 


— place; nay, that the ſame power 


aboliſh Monarchy, and ſet up a 


eee form of Government in its 


room; a doctrine which the framer of 


the manifeſto. thought would *be agree- 


able to all ſuch Proteſtants, or others, as 


wiſhed for a Republican Form of Go- 


vernment; who perhaps would not at 
firſt confider, that any Nemocratical Form 


of Government in Ireland, muft neceſſa- 


rily be a Popiſh Government; becauſe 
the Papiſts compoſe the maſs of the eo- 


ple. Thank Heaven! this doctrine is as ; 
falſe as it, is wicked: We have no fuch, 


worſe than Poliſh, conſtitution. Our 
Crown is, and has been, for centuries, 


worn by our Monarchs by hereditar 


right, and in hereditary fiicceſſion. It 
is true, this hereditary ſucceſſion is, and 
may be, limited by the Supreme Au- 
thority of the State, that is, by the 


King, Lords and Commons, and particu- 


lar qualifications may be thereby required 
in the ſucceſſive branches of the Royal 
Family, the want of which may exclude 
intermediate branches from the ſucceſſion, 
and direct that a remoter branch ſhould 


ſucceed, 


daughter o 
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ſucceed, as if the intermediate branches 


were dead. This is a power which was 


always exerciſed by the Supreme Legiſ- 


lative Authority, and reaſon, juſtice, and 
neceſſity require the exerciſe of it. 
The great grandfather of his preſent Ma- 
jeſty (whoſe precious life may the Al- 
mighty long preſerve) ſucceeded to the 


Throne of theſe Realms of Great Bri- 


tain and Ireland, as the heir of the 
Princeſs Sophia, daughter and heir of 
Elizabeth _ of Bohemia, who was 

f King James the Iſt. The 
deſcendants of King Charles the Iſt. 


the only ſon of King James the Iſt. 


having all, either died without iſſue, 
or become Papiſts, and Papiſts being by 


Act of Parliament excluded for ever from 


inheriting the Imperial Crown of theſe 
Realms. The laſt of the Proteſtant de- 


ſcendants of King Charles the Iſt. was 
Queen Ann, who died without iſſue, and 


Papiſts being excluded from the Crown, 


it devolved in a regular courſe of ſucceſſi- 
on on his preſent Majeſty's great grand- 
father, King George the Iſt. on the death 
of Queen Ann, as the next inheritable 
Proteſtant branch of the Royal Family : 
and from him it has deſcended in regular 
ſucceſſion to his preſent Majeſty, the 
Father of his People, in whaſe Illuſtrious 
Race may it continue as long as this 
earth endures. Thus much I have 

thought 
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thought fit to ſay, to put Proteſtants 
on their guard againſt the dangerous po- 
litical doctrines, and inſinuations of Po- 
piſh Friars, the tendency, and extent of 
which they may not. at firſt foreſee. 
And I would warn this. Friar himſelf, 
and all other agitating Friars, to be- 
ware of intermeddling with the poli- 
ticks of this Proteſtant . State; becauſe 
it may happen, that Proteſtants will, 


ſome time or other, take the alarm, 


and theſe agitators may receive the crown 
of Martyrdom, and become Saints in the 
Romiſh Calendar, like Saint“ Sheeby, by 


the agency of the hangman, as. the glo- 


rious reward of their indefatigable la- 
bours in diſturbing the State: a very dify 
ferent reward from that, which they 
fondly expect for their induſtry! The 


fifth obſervation I ſhall: make on this 


factious paper is, that it contains gene- 
ral complaints of grievances, without 
particularly ſpecifying what theſe griev- 
ances are, becauſe if theſe confederated 


Papiſts openly declared, that they would 
not pay Tithes to the Eftabliſhed. Cler- 


gy, perhaps Proteſtants in general might 
be alarmed: But from the complaints 


® An infamods and turbulent Popiſh prieſt, a leader of 


the White Boys, who about twenty years ago was hanged 


for his rebellious practices at Clonmell, and is now reputed 
a Saint, and a Martyr, by the Popiſh Peaſantry. | | 


_ L 23 | | 
that the fruits of their induſtry are 
torn from them, from their virulence 
againſt the Eſtabliſhed Clergy, and from 
their reſolutions at the bottom of the 
paper, the laſt of which is, that they 
will bind themſelves by a ſolemn oath, 
to obſerve the regulations, relating to a 
Modus in lieu of Predial Tithes, which 
by virtue of their own uſurped authority, 
they there think fit to preſcribe, it is 
ſufficiently evident, that the payment of 
any ſpecies of Tithes, or any thing in 
lieu thereof, to the Proteſtant Clergy, is 
the grievance of which they complain, 
und that the moderation of the Proteſ- 
tant Clergy, in accepting about one eighth 
part of their legal dues (as I have before 
ſhewn) inſtead of the whole, fo far from 
contenting a Popiſh Peaſantry, only en- 
courages them to attempt the depriving 
them of the whole. It is alſo ſufficient- 
ly evident, that even the Modus preſcrib- 
ed by them in lien of Predial Tithes, is 
only inſerted to cover their real deſign, 
of utterly extirpating the Proteſtant 
_ Clergy : For if a Popiſh Mob had round- 
ily declared, that they would not pay 
any Tithe whatſoever, nor any thing in 
lieu of it, to the Proteſtant Clergy, the de- 
ſign would have been manifeſt; the whole 
body of Proteſtants, and the State, would 
immediately take the alarm, and they 
would inſtantly be ſuppreſſed, they, or 
5 | rather 
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rather their adviſers and abettors, thought 
it more prudent, that they ſhould appear 
willing to pay ſome trifling ſums, by way 


of compoſition for Predial Tithes, which 


would ingratiate them, and make their 
cauſe more palatable, with the lower and 


more ignorant Proteſtants, and the vari- 


ous Tribes of Sectaries; who without once 
conſidering, how far the deſign, in gene- 
ral, would contribute to eſtabliſh Popery, 
grudgingly enough contribute to the 


maintenance of the eſtabliſhed Clergy : 


and willingly adopt any ſcheme for their 

ſuppreſſion. This further appears, from 
the cautious terms, in which the form of 
the oath contained in this paper, and which 
theſe Inſurgents require to be taken by 


all perſons, is couched, they are not to 


ſwear, that they will pay the ſums ſpeci- 


fied in' this paper, as a compoſition for 


the ſeveral ſpecies of Predial Tithes there- 


in . mentioned, and- no others : they are 
only to ſwear, that they will not pay any 
greater ſum.as a compoſition for any ſpe- 


cCies of Tithe, than what is therein con- 


tained : by which form of ſwearing, they 


avoid to bind themſelves to pay the ſums. 


ſpecified in lieu of Tithes; and thus 
Jeſuitically deceive the unwary into a 
belief, that they are only endeavour- 


ing to eſtabliſh a Modus in lieu of 


Tithes, when they really deſign 
utterly to aboliſh them. Conform- 


able 


25 J 
able to "Hd conſtriction of their aſſociati- | 
on and oath, has been the practice of 
= theſe Infurgents for in the parts of the 
country where they are moſt numerous, 
particularly in the county of Cork, they 
abſolutely refuſe to pay any ſum whatſo- 
ever in lieu of Tithes, or to pay the 
Tithes in kind: as fine: Clergyinen in 
that country, Who weakly enough ſub- 
= mitted to accept of the ſums preſeried i in 
their reſolutions; have experienced. 
1 1 ſhall now exhibit to the reader a view 
of the conduct of theſe Infurgents, in en- 
IT forcing” their reſolutions : the barbarity 
7 they uſe can hardly be parallelled, even 
XX amongſt the ſavages in North America. 
The public prints daily teem with ac- 
counts of their inhuman Outrages, againſt 
the perſons of the eſtabliſhed Clergy, their 
= Proctors, and Agents; and againſt all 
8 ſuch perſons, as prefume to act in any 
4 | manner, contrary to their reſolutions ; 
and theſe accounts are publiſhed with 
much 5 ſatisfaction, by the ſeveral 
Popiſh Printers in the City of Dublin. It 
is irkſome to me to repeat their cruelties ; 
«| cutting off Noſes and Ears, burying peo- 
ple in pits up to the Chin, half filled with 
broken Glaſs and Bryars, ramming the 
© clay into the pits on the unfortunate Vic- 
tims, and leaving them there to periſh : 
tearing off the Fleſh of others with Wool- 
Cards; erecting . in ſeveral 
r D ; parts 


r 


parts of the country: hanging. ſome 
thereon, and leaving written Labels affix- 
ed, containing the names of the moſt 
2 reſpectable Clergymen, and others, whom 
they intend to hang thereon—the offences 
committed by the objects of their rage, 
are, the aſſiſting the Clergyman, in view- 
ing and valuing his Tithes, lending him 
a Horſe or a Cart to draw Tithes in kind, 
when the Farmer has refuſed to give him | 
any compenſation for them; or agreeing 
to give the Clergyman more than the ſums ü 
refcribed in their manifeſtoes, for the 
purchaſe of the Tithes. The outrages 
againſt the property of ſuch as fall under 
their diſpleaſure are not leſs violent, the 
ſetting fire to dwelling Houſes and Barns, 
the killing and deſtroying the Cattle of all 
perſons obnoxious to this Banditti, are 
frequent and notorious ;: inſomuch, that if 
vigorous. meaſures to ſuppreſs theſe ſa- 
vage Inſurgents, are not purſued and 
continued, with perſeverance and activi- 
ty, it may be reaſonably predicted, that 
this kingdom will become, as in the time 
of the infamous Iriſh Maſſacre, one uni- 
verſal ſcene of bloodſhed, pine, and de- 
ſolation: | 
I have obſerved and read ſeveral ad- | 
dreſſes to theſe Inſurgents, inſerted in 
the publick prints, many of them, under 
the affected diſguiſe of recommending 
moderation to . holding out to them 
the 
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the greateſt encouragement to proceed in 
their outrages. None of theſe addreſſes 
attracted my notice ſo much, as ſome 
ſigned—O' Leary: I had before obſerved, 
8 ſeveral wretched eſſays, both. far ftile 
and matter, in the publick prints, with 
the ſame ſignature: And boſhonld hau 
totally overlooked:: theſe addreſſes, when 
I ſaw the ſignature, as unworthy of no- 
tice, had not the title attracted me, and 
induced me to read them. Whether the 
writer ſigns his real name, or makes 
uſe of the fictitious ſignature of O. Leary 
I know not; but. ſurely theſe addreſſes, 
= notwithſtinding the dullneſs and igno- 


rance of the author, deſerve ſome ani- 


mad verſion, from the turbulent, factious, 
and inſolent ſpirit they breathe, though 
couched in all the terms of humility, 
which low breeding, and a ſpecies of 
little cunning; | the common talent of 
the yulgar, the dull, and the. illiterate, 
can plentifully / furniſh ; in theſe addreſ- 
ſes, the author pathetically laments, the 
manifold oppreflions and grievances, un- 
der which the Inſurgents labour, but 
cautiouſly avoids ſpecifying what theſe 
grievances and oppreſſions are; and after 
inflaming the minds of the vulgar, as far 
as his wretched abilities can extend; with 
all the common place ſtuff of oppreſſion, 
exaction, tyranny, perſecution, -&c. &c. 
and after endeavouring to perſuade them, 


. that 
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that they are the moſt wretched and 


miſoerùble beings ond the fare ef the 


earth, and:thatitheir Taſla. arg een * 
dem in woitſe: tham Egyptian < | 


fiſt dealingoin genetal —— bs 
adviſes them 4. bear; theit oppreſſions 
with patiaſicd, until the mating of Par- 
liament, and that then alt their griev- 


. ances: witli be redrefledz! that is, he fitſt 


goads the populace to madneſs, and then 


exhorts them to patience, when he has 
rendered them incapable of liſtening to 


any exhurtation. He tells them, they 


have juſt cauſe for committing all- the 


outrages" they have committed, and by 
way of ſcreening himſtif from puniſh- 
ment, for chiꝭ faQious publicatibns, he 
throws in a feeble exhortation to them, 


to ſubmit tu the laws) is they at preſent 


ſtand, till the meeting of Parliament, 
and then inſolentiy undertakes to aſſure 


them, that Parliament will overturn the 


ancient laws, conffitution, and religion 
of the ſtate, and legalige alt the ref 
tations of, this rebellious Popiſh Mob, 
by enacting them into lhwSs. And as ho 5 
plainly enough inſinuates, that Patlia- 


ment will be induced ſo to do, through 


mere terror of the power and fury of 
the Inſurgents; he, by fuch inſinuati- 
on, holds out to them the ſtrongeſt en- 
couragemetit to extend their — 
racy, and continue their outrages, and 

. . with 


_ with: true ; jeſuitical, duplicity, talks of 
peace and obedience; to the laws, whilſt 
he is really | blowing the trumpet, of re- 
bellion. Let us now examine, What the 
grievances and oppreſſions are, of which 
this writer promiſes the annihilation by 
parliamentary authority, but which, as 
I have already obſerved, he cautiouſly 
a voids expreſsly to mention, the: only 
grievances: or oppreſſions complained of 
by the Inſurgents, are exactions in the 
collection of Tithes, by the eſtabliſned 
Clergy, and exactions by their own ſecu- 
lar Clergy or pariſh Prieſts, for perform- 
ing the ſeveral rites of their religion. 
J haye already ſhewn to a demonſtration, 
that the eſtabliſhed Clergy cannot, were 


aL << & Dre 


Th they ſo inclined; exact more than their 
it legal dues from any perſon whatſoever; 
t. and that they do not in general recei ve 
e above one eighth part of their legal dues, 
0 the reſt being ſubtracted from them by 
n violence and fraud. This writer there- 
— fore has the impudence to promiſe the 
5 Inſurgents, that the Proteſtant Parlia- 
e ment, of this Proteſtant State, will by 
0 law ſupport the fraud and violence of a 
h Popiſh Mob, and through terror of their 
f power, further reduce or annihilate the 
8 pittance, which the Clergy of the eſta- 
& bliſhed Church are compelled to accept 
- of from them, in lieu of that ſupport 
d and maintenance, to which, by common 
1 To ö e 
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and ſtatute tw: def are at preſent i in- 


titled : and to fill up the meaſure of the 
inſolence of this ſcribler, he profeſſes 


- himſelf to be a Po piſn Friar, who thus 


undertakes the deſtruction of the eſta- 
bliſhed Church, by ee ating of Par- 


liament. 
With reſpect to the exactions bend 


ed to be complained of by the Inſurgents, 
as if practiſed by their on ſecular Cler- 


gy,. this Friar cannot promiſe them, that 
they will be relieved therefrom, by any 
act of the Legiſlature, they have the 
remedy in their own power, for they 


are not, by the law of the land, obliged 


to pay their Prieſts any thing, and it 
depends merely on their own choice, 
whether they will pay them any thing 
or not. So that, when the Fryar pro- 
miſes the Inſurgents redreſs of their 
grievances by the Authority of Parlia- 


ment, his ſole meaning is, that Par- 


liament will aboliſh, or further re- 
duce, the maintenance and ſup 

of the Parochial Clergy of the eſtabliſhed 
Church. As to the complaints contained: 
in this manifeſto, of exactions by the Po- 
piſh Clergy, it is manifeſt, that they have 
been ſtuffed into it, to prevent Proteſ- 
tants from taking the alarm, at this at- 
tack on their Clergy by a Popiſh Mob; 
the Inſurgents tell you, we have riſen up 


to reſtrain the greedineſs of every ſpecies 
of 


— 


= 
of Clergy, Prieſts are always rapacious 
and we intend to abridge the emoluments 
of our own Prieſthood, as well as yours, 
you cannot ſuppoſe, that we mean to ex- 
tirpate your Clergy from the kingdom, 
when we treat them only as we do our 
own. The deceit of ſuch Profeſſions 
muſt be evident to every Proteſtant who 
will conſider, what a new practice, this is 
amongſt Papiſts, for the populace to re- 
form the Clergy. Proteſtants know to 
their coſt, that the popiſh populace are 
entirely under the influence of their 
Prieſts : but when a Proteſtant reflects, 
that Popiſh Eccleſiaſticks are not, by the 
law of the land, entitled to demand any 
thing whatſoever, from the individuals 
of their ſet, and that each popith lay- 
man, may give as much or as little as he 
pleaſes to his Prieſt, ſurely it is evident, 
that it is not neoeſſary for the popiſh lai- 
ty, to form any confederacy, ratified by 
a ſolemn oath, to regulate payments, 
which before were merely voluntary ; 
ſuch confederacy and oath in a manner 
binding the popiſh laity to pay as a du- 
ty to their Prieſts, that which was before 
conſidered a charitable and pious donati- 
on, and received as a benevolence. It 
may be perhaps here objected, that the 
popith pariſh Prieſts, levied certain ſums 
from their Pariſhoners, by a ſort of com- 
Peine, by denying to perform certain 
religious 
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48 | 
religious rites for them, unleſs at ſtipulat- | 
ed prices; and that they taught their 
reſpective ' congregations] 'that they were 
in conſtience bound. to pay theſe ſums, 
and that conſequently it was neoeſſary, 
to reduce thoſe ſums, by à general con- 
federacy, ſtrengthened by an oath: but 
to this 1 anſwer, r, that this kingdom 
unhappily abounds with mendieant Ro- 
miſh Fryars, who ſubſiſt like Methodiſt 
Teachers, on the ſuperſtition of the vul- 
gar of their perſuation, and that theſe 
Fellows are conſtantly at hand, ready to 
underſelFthe- pariſh Prieſts, in the vending 


of their trumpery: ſo that a pariſh Prieſt, is 


ſo far from being able, to raiſe the rates on 
his congregation, by denying to perform his 
function for them, unleſs at arbitrary 

ices ſettled by himſelf, that he is fre- 
quently obliged to lower tbem, when a 
cunning Fryar is in his neighbourhood, 


under the penalty of ſtarving. Serbe. 


1y, That if the popiſh laity, ate taught to 
believe, that they are bound in conſci- 


ence to pay ſtipulated ſums to their 


Friefts, for the performance of certain re- 


ligious ceremonies, though they ſhould 
by force or perſuaſion, be induced to 
ſwear, that they would not in future pay 
fuch ftipulated ſums, yet their conſcien- 
ces would ſoon tell them, and the Priefts, 


in their cooler moments, would ſoon con- 


vince them, that ſuch oaths were not 


binding, as being contrary to conſcience ; 
that 


that the taking of them was an impious 
action, of which they muſt repent, be- 
fore they can obtain abſolution or ſalva- 
tion. Thus it is evident, that ſuch con- 
federacy and oath, ſo far as they relate to 
the regulation of the payments by their 
pariſhioners to Popiſh Prieſts, are merely 
nugatory and ropes of ſand : and that the 
a deftruction of the Proteſtant Clergy alone, 
is the object aimed at by the Inſurgents, 
and the reſolutions profeſſed to be entered 
into by them, reſpecting their own Cler- 
gy, are deceitful and illuſive. 
proceed now to the ſecond general 


* 


propofition, which I propoſed to prove, 
do wit, that the abolition or reduction of 
= Tithe by law, as this nation is fituated, 


will be in effef# a tranſlation of property, 
rom the Clergy of the Eftabliſhed Church, 

== Yo the Popiſb Ecclefiafticks. The obligati- 
on on the laity, of paying Tithes to the 
XZ Clergy, is held by the Romiſh Church, 
do ariſe from the law of God, and not 
from human laws, this is an eſtabliſhed 
doctrine of the Romiſh Church, and it is 

not one of thoſe doctrines amongſt them, 
which are held to be only points of diſ- 
cipline, but it is held as a point of faith, 

that it is enjoined by the direct command 

of God, and that it would be a mortal 

fin to hold a contrary doctrine. Amongſt 
Proteſtants, the origin of the Right of the 

_ Clergy to Tithes, has been much contro- 
| - E verted 
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verted; ſome maintaining that they are 


due Jure divino, others Jure humano; but 
whether they be due, Jure divino, Or 


Jure humans, the Clergy of the eſta- 
| bliſhed Church in this, and the ſiſter 
kingdom, think it more prudent, to 


ground their right to them, on human 
laws, having a clear uncontroverted right 
to them, as the Clergy of the national 
church, as well by the common as by the 


ſtatute law of the realm. It muſt be ad- 


mitted by all . perſons. acquainted with 
this kingdom, that, except in three 


counties, in the Northern part, the bulk 
of the perſons, who actually cultivate 


the earth, and are liable to the payment 
of Predial Tithes, are. Papiſts ; the Pro- 
teſtants being generally the land owners, 
or graziers, who occupy large tracts of 
paſturage land, and for which they pay 
no Tithe whatſoever z and the inferior 
Tenantry, who, in general, are the only 
tillers of the earth, being moſtly Papiſts, 
and therefore principally liable to the pay- 
ment of Tithes. The Proteſtant Clergy 


being, by the laws of the ſtate, to which 


this Popiſh Peaſantry were heretofore 
compelled to ſubmit, entitled to the 


| Tithe, the Papiſts were obliged to pay, 


as much of this Tithe, as they could 
not by fraud retain, or a compoſition for 
it, to the Proteſtant Clergy. Thus ſitu- 
ated, they were, from the neceſſity of 

the 
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the thing, excuſed from paying the 
Tithe to their own Clergy; divine, as 


well as human, laws, in particular in- 
ſtances, yielding to neceſſity, and it be- 
ing impoſſible for them to pay to their 


own Clergy, that which they had by the 


laws of the ſtate, been compelled to pay 
to others. Now ſhould the preſent Po- 
piſh Inſurgents ſucceed, in aboliſhing or 


reducing Tithes, the Proteſtant Tenan- 


try of this country will be little bene- 
fitted by it, becauſe as I have already 
ſhewn, they pay but a ſmall portion of 


the Tithes payable throughout the king- 


dom : And the Popiſh Tenantry who are 


liable to the payment of the greateſt. 
part of the Tithes, being perſuaded by 


their Prieſts, that Tithes are payable Jure 
divino or by the law of God, if they 
ſucceed in deſpoiling the Proteſtant 


Clergy of them, will be in conſcience 


bound to pay them, to their own Prieſts, 
who will exact them with much greater 
rigour, than the Proteſtant Clergy were 
ever able to do, becauſe their con- 
gregations, if real Papiſts, muſt be- 
lieve, that it is a mortal ſin to de- 


fraud the Prieſt of the Tithe, and if any of 


them ſhould be hardy enough to ſubtraR 


any part of it, the Prieſt will find it 


out at confeſſion, and make compenſati- 
on the price of abſolution ; but in their 
payments to the Proteſtant Clergy, they 
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were ſo far from thinking fraud or ſab- 
traction: crimes, that, they. La. „them 
acts of merit; becauſe they conceived 


themſelves compelled to pay them to 


thoſe they reputed Hereticks, and de- 
voted victims of everlaſting fire, by hu- 
man laws, not by the law of God; and 
imagined, that the more they defrauded 
the "Proteliant Clergymen of, the more 
they had it in their power to beſtow, on 
their own Clergy, to whom they believe 
ed themſelves bound by.the law: of God 
to pay them. And this belief amongſt 
the Iriſh, Peaſantry, i is, in fact, ther true 
ſource of the preſent. inſutrections 
amon neſt them, and not any real grievance 
vrhatſoe ver, ariſing from the pay ment of 


Tithes, or the mode in which Ks ae 
| e | 


y thi 4 general rant hy that the 5 
N er reductiam of Tithe, will en. 


creaſe,; inſtead of e „ the bur- 


tbens of the. real Landbolder und Far- 
mer, will admit of a very peer 6 and -ex 


ditious proof. There are ſome lands in 
this kingdom, diſcharged from the pay- 
ment of Tithes, by various exemptions, | 
having been heretofore the eſtates of 
Monafteries and Abbies, which being 
Eccleſiaftical Corporations, could hold 
lands exempt from the payment of Tithes. 
When ſuch lands are to be let, they are 
always let, at an advanced rent, on ac- 
count 


& Re of 1 


my ? 


F i. AE oo cd A Q ES, add ears 


| 5 f [ 37 ] . 1 
count of their being exempt from the 


payment of Tithes ; and are advertiſed 


hance their value; the advanced rent, 
uſually reſerved on land of reaſonable 
good quality, exempt from Tithes, 
amounts to three ſhillings by the acre ; 
let us now ſee, whether a farmer gains 
or loſes by taking a farm exempt from 
Tithes. Suppoſing his farm to confiſt of 
one hundred acres, he pays to his land- 
lord, at leaſt fifteen pounds more yearly 
rent for it, than he would be obliged to 


ment of Tithes, during the conti- 
nuance of his leaſe. And let me aſk 


any farmer in this kingdom, oc- 


cupying one hundred acres of land 
only, whether he ever in any one year 
paid the ſum of fifteen pounds to the in- 


cumbent of his pariſh as Tithe, his own 


— 


conſcience muſt compel him to anſwer 


this queſtion in the negative, I have al- 


ready ſhewn that the incumbent does not 


actually receive more, than one eighth, 
of the tenth part, of the whole produce 
of the earth: but ſuppoſing, for argu- 
ment ſake, that he received one fourth 


tenth part of the yearly produce of a 
farm of one hundred acres amounted to 
fifteen pounds, the tenth itſelf muſt one 
year with another amount to ſixty 
5 | | | pounds, 


of his tenth, now if this fourth of the 
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wa pounds, ſo that the whole yearly produce | 
A of a farm of one hundred acres muſt 
1 amount in value to ſix hundred pounds, 
. a ſum, which I will venture to affirm, 
1A no farmer in this kingdom can make 
\ FR ſuch a quantity of land, Communibus An- 
1 quantity o 
„ nis, produce, unleſs it be land in the vi- 
4 cinity of Dublin, or of ſome other large 
„ city: hence it is plain, if all the land in 

"4 the kingdom were exempt from the pay- 

* ment of Tithes, that the landlord, and 

2 not the farmer, would be the gainer; nay 

1 that the farmer would actually be a very 

oh great loſer, by ſuch an exemption, as the 

1 fum annually paid by him to the Parſon 

bl for Tithes, falls infinitely ſhort of the 

' "nr certain additional rent, he would be ob- 

130 liged to pay to his landlord, if his Farm 

is were exempt from the payment of that. 

0 duty, and this is admitted, by the au- 

Fl thor of a pamphlet ; entitled a project 

16 for a better regulation in collecting the 

1 income of the Clergy, &c. in the nine- 

bi teenth page. Which pamphlet I ſhall - 

. hereafter more particularly mention > _ 

448 And if the farmer were a Papiſt, a ge- 

118 neral exemption from the payment of 

1 Tithes, would ſtill fall heavier on him: 

„ becauſe his own Clergy would not fail, 

5 in that caſe, to claim Tithes from him as 

„ payable to them, by the law of God, as 

„ they were no longer payable to other 

bil! 20 gov by the law of the land : and the 

0 wretched 


= $9 ] 

wretched farmer would be obliged to 
pay an additional rent for his land, vaſtly 
greater, than any ſum which he could be 
compelled to pay as Tithe, by the preſent 
practice of Tithing, and at the ſame time, 
to pay the full Tithe of the whole N 
duce of his land, to the Popiſh Prieſt of 
his pariſh, under pain of eternal damna- 
tion. Such mighty advantages would the 
Popiſh Farmers of this country, that is, 
the preſent Inſurgents, derive from the 
abolition of Tithes ! The evils above 
mentioned would fall on the Popiſh Far- 
mers in a leſs degree, but pro Ratd, in 
caſe they could, by their preſent out- 
rages, effect a conſiderable reduction of 
Tithes, and yet ſo infatuated are the In- 
ſurgents, who are all of them Popiſh 
Farmers, and not land owners, and 
ſo ſtrong is the force of their ſuperſti- 
tion, which impells them to aim at the 
deſtruction of the eſtabliſhed Religion in 
any event, and at any price, that, Samp- 
ſon-like, they will at leaſt attempt to 
pull down the edifice, though they ſhould 
periſh in the attempt, or, if ſucceſsful, 
be buried in the ruins. And this con- 
cluſion, that the abolition or reduction 
of Tithes would end in the oppreſſion and 
loſs of all farmers, but particularly of 
Popiſh Farmers, is a very good argu- 
ment to prove, that ſuperſtition, and not 
the pretended exactions of the Cler- 

FO | Sy. 


48.245... 
gy, is the true ſource of the preſent dif- 
orders.” 

I now proceed to the fourth part of 
my deſign, that is to prove, that 2h Pre- 
Sent . method of ruiſng a naintenaner 
for the National Clergy, by payment of 
Tithe,” in the manner it 4s by law wW paya- 
ble; is the. propereft mode of raifing a 
maintenmice for them; und that it 15 
difficult, and almoſt impratticable, to 
Jubſtitute any other method of raifing 4 
maintenance for them, in its place, con- 
fihtent with juſtice and reafon, 1 believe 
all Chriſtians, except a few abſurd Fana- 
ticks, who deal in inſpiration, will ad- 
mit, it is neceſſary, that ſome fund ſhould 
be allotted; for the fupport of the Nati- 
onal Clergy: And our anceſtors very 
wiſely allotted ſuch a fund for that 
poſe, as was not liable to any 1e or or 
decreaſe, from the changes effected by 
time in the value of money, nor to any 
increaſe or decreaſe, except ſuch as ariſe 
from general proſperity or calamity; that 
is, they allotted for the ſupport of the 
Clergy, the tenth part of the yearly pro- 
duce of the earth, which, in plentiful 
ſeaſons, muſt be greater, in adverſe, leſs: 
and inuſt therefore always bear a due pro- 
portion to the abilities of the people. 
When Tithes were firſt allotted for the 
maintenance of the Clergy, which was 
hnmediately on the eſtabliſhment of 

Chriſtianity 


'/ | | c 41 7 : P, 
Chriſti ianity amo us, had a certain 
pecuniary ſtipend been allotted for their 
ſupport, inſtead of Tithes, they would at 
this day have no income whatſoever, or 
one ſo trifling, as would be totally inade- 
| * to their ſupport : at the firſt intro- 
23 of Chriſtianity into this kingdom. 
Money was at leaſt of fifty times greater 
value, than it is at . preſent, that is, one 
penny, would then purchaſe as much, 
as fifty pence would now, ſo that if two 
pounds in money had. been then allotted 
for the ſupper of a Clergyman, he would 

be. then able to purchaſe as many neceſ— 
ſaries of life, for ſuch yearly ſtipend, as 
would now. coſt one 9 dhe pounds, 
and conſequently. two pounds in money 
yearly ſtipend; might be then ſufficient 
for the ſupport of a Clergyman, but, in 
the preſent times, would be utterly ina- 
dequate to ſuch Pur rpoſe. But to take up 
the matter from leſs remote times, in the 

reign, of King: Henry the Eighth, the va- 
lue of money in England, was ten times 
greater than at preſent, and its value 
was certainly much greater at that time in 
* bead. that is, one ſhilling then 
ht a greater quantity of commodities 
in in n than in England: if a 
pecuniary ſtipend, equal to the then va- 
lue of the Tithes payable to the Clergy, 
had been - allotted for their ſupport, in 


the Rei n of Kin Hen the Eighth, 
M q * Phat 


| 4 ] 

that ſtipend, would be only equal, e 
tenth part of che value ef the Tithes, a 

this day, in Englahd, and to about” p 

Byelfth or forteefth part of the value of 

the Tithes now payable © the Clergy 

in this kingdom, and: as the quantity of 

ſpecies" 2885 encreaſing in Burope, and 

its valtre obnlequently decredfing, "this 

26 Mpend would: be dayly diminiſhing.” No- 

But 


g can illuſtrate "theſe poſttions mort 
effectually, than the confideratien of the 


rature 6f a Modus. A Modes derived 
Its original, from an agreement” entered 
imo between the inctiflbent of à Pariſh, 
And Tris Parifhioners, to accept yearly of a 
er tüm ſum, in lieu” of ſome particular 
Pithe, hich Wat firdped, to be che va- 
Fre, Ot nearly the valde of it, Auring his 4 
Mcuttibency, this agreement was acceded 
to, or Ce ioRed in, by a few fucceſſive 
Sccumbents, and at length it became dif- 
Fcult to trace the 'commeticenient of it, 
and thus it grew at laſt into a cuſtom, 
which has been eſtablifhed and confirmed 
by the courts of law, who have granted 
Prohibitions to the Ecclefiaſtica Courts, 
and prevented them from Aecreeing 
againſt fuch cuſtom, and compelling the 
Pariſnidners to pay Tithes in kind, or 
their value; FRA payable in Feu 'of 
Tithes, to the fneumbent of a Pariſh, in 
Which Fitch Modys prevails, is now, by 
rhe detreaſe of the value of money, be- 


come 


Sq 


come ſo far 4 ta the value of - the 
Tithe, (as the agreement has been enter- 
ed into at a very diſtant period of time) 


that his income is reduced within the 
moſt narrow limits, and ſearce affards th 


means of Exiſtence z and ſuch ig the ſi- 
tuation of many Rectom and Vicars in 
England and Wales. From theſe obſer- 


vations. it appears, how great were the 
piety and wiſdom of our Anceftors,: Who 
ſettled, ſucb a Provifion for the. Clergy, es 


ednitted of no variation, as ts its competen> 
cy td the. end for which it was inſtituted, 


For the Revolutions of Ages, but bore an ex- 
ad proportion to the means of the people, ri- 


ng and falling with their abundence. and 


3 ang, and though uncertain as to the quan- 


tity, yet equal to its end, and guarded by in- 


1222 barriers againſt all exaction 


and extertion. This leads me to the con- 
ſideration of an argument, adduced by 


the Enemies of our Eſtabliſhed Church, 


for the abolition of Tithes, to wit, that 


they are a Tax upon Induſtry becauſe, | 


the more a Farmer tills and cultiyates the 
earth, the greater quantity of Tithe is 
demandable from him. This curious ar- 


gument was firſt hatched by the Secta- 


ries in England, in the N Civil War, 


which — the thtee kingdoms; but 


had ſo little weight, even with the fana- 
tick rulers, in that accurſed period of our 
I that Tithes continued to be paid 
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throughout England and were de- 
manded, and received by the illite- 
rate Rabble, who then uſurped the 
pulpits, and ejected the Orthodox Cler- 


gy, even in the worſt period of that ille- 


gal domination. And this argument has 
been revived, in a pamphlet lately pub- 


liſhed by a Popiſh Printer in College- 
green, entitled, « PRoJEcT for a better Re- 


gulation in collecting the income of | the Cler- 
gy, and for the eaſe and advantage f the 


Laity, particularly the poorer e \ by a 


beneficed'Clergyman ; the contents of which 


pamphlet I ſhall preſently examine. This 


argument bears the ſtamp of enmity, to 
the Eſtabliſhed Church, on the face of 


it, it calls Tithes a Tax, that is, it gives 


this ancient rent, payable out of the 
lands of the kingdom, by a title ante- 
cedent to that of every Landlord in it, by 
the appellation of a Tax, an appellation 
always odious to the n e thereby 
inſinuating to the vu that as all 
Taxes are laid on at — diſcretion, and 
by the authority, of Parliament ; and as 
the reduction of Taxes, is the favourite 
theme of declamation, of the leaders of 
the popular intereſt, in and out of Par- 


damn, that therefore, it is, not only, 


in the power of Parliament, to annihi- 
late and reduce them, but that it would 
be a popular meaſure ſo to do. It alſo 


inſinuates, that the title to Tithes, ſtands 
on 


wy 


4 a much weaker foundation, than the 
title of Landlords to their rents, one be- 
ing a Tax, the other an inherent Pro- 
perty in the Landlord, antecedent to all 
Parhaments ; and conſequently that, 


which © Parliaments cannot deprive the 


Landlords of, without a full equivalent: 
it being the particular Slory of our Con- 
ſtitution, that a man's property cannot 
be taken from him by the Supreme Pow» 
er, without an equivalent, except ſuch 
part, by way of Tax, as is neceſſary for 
the preſervation of the State, iohich- is 


conſidered, and juſtly, as a full equiva- 


lent. But let us examine how it can be 


maintained, that Tithes, (even ſuppo- 


ſing them a Tax) are more àa Tax on in- 
duſtry than all other Taxes. The mer- 
chant who deals in the export or import 
trade, pays the more taxes, the more 
extenſive his dealings are, and his 
Taxes encreaſe with his trade, how then 
are Tithes more a Tax on the induſtry 
of the Farmer, than the Duties payable 
by merchants on Goods exported or im- 
ported, are Taxes on the induſtry of the 


merchant? The more extenſive the deal- 


ings of a ſkilfull merchant are, and the 
greater his induſtry, the more are his 
profits, and the more are his Taxes : his 
induſtry renders him more able, and 
more willing, to pay the Taxes; and he 
would ſmile at the abſurdity of any _ 
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fon, who wol tell hit, that he ought 


to be leſs induſtriou IN! becauſe [ bt 1 would 


thereby diminiſh: the Taxes payable by 


him. In the ſame manner, 4 Farmer, 
the more induſtrious he is, and the more 
extenſive his cultivation, pays the more 

Tithe, and is the more able to pay it: 
and it is . a ridiculous argument, to prove 
2 Tax an impolitie one, to ſay, it is a 


portion with the abilities and means of 
the perſons Who are to pay it. It may 
perhaps be here objected, that this me- 


the merchant pays the more 'Taxes,. the 
more extenſiye his dealings and his in- 
duſtry are, yet that he feunburſes him- 
ſelf, by fixing a proportionable higher 
price on his commodities, and thereby 
actually levies the Tax paid by him on 
the conſumer; but pray, is not the caſe 
the fame with the Farmer Does not the 
Farmer ſell the produce of his farm ſo 


much the dearer, as his Rent, his Tithe 


and his Outgoings in the cultivation of 
his farm are the greater, and more ex- 
penſive ? If he does not do ſo, he can- 


not long continue his buſineſs, he muſt 


be ruined: Does not the Farmer there- 
fore, as well as the Merchant, levy this 

Tax of Tithes on the conſumer ? The 
method of reafoning adopted by the Au- 


thor of the pamphlet I have mentioned, 
| 8 


1 


L711 
to prove that Tithes are a Tax on induſ— 
try, is this, It happens in many places, even 
an new let farms, that the ſum paid to the 
Clergyman, 'amounts to a' fourth or fifth of 
the rent paid to the Landiard; what occafi- 


ons this,” but "the induſiry of the Farmer 


I have ace I truſt, ſhewn, that 
Tubes, if conſidered as a Tax, are 
no more a Tax upon induſtry 
than other — and 'that they, as 
well as all other Taxes; are paid by the 
con ſumers. But it is worth while _ ex- 


amine a little more minutely the rea- 


ſoning of this Writer on this head. 


And firſt, I muſt obſerve, that his poſi- 
tion, that in many places, in new-let Farms, 
the ſum puid to the Clergyman, amounts to. a 
fourth or fifth of the rent paid to the Land- 
Jord, is not true, except in two inſtances; 
the one, where a Fine has heen paid to 
the Landlord, at the making of the leaſe, 
and part 'of the rent has 'been thereby 
purchaſed” from him, by the Tenant; 
the other, where the land, being uocul- 
tivated Mountain or Bog, at the time of 
making the leaſe, has been reclaimed by 
the induſtry of the Tenant, in both ca- 
Fes, the Rent payable to the Landlord, 
4s not near the Value of the Ground, and 
in the firſt caſe, the Clergyman's receiv- 
ing a fifth of what is payable to the Land- 
Jord, is not owing to the induſtry of the 
Tenant, but t o bis having purchaſedd a 


part * the rent from the Landlord _ 
is 
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48 
Bis money : in the ſecond caſe, the Cler- 
gyman's receipts for Tithes are owing to 


the money expended by the Tenant in 
the improvement of the ground, Which 
may be conſidered in the nature of a Fine 


paid to the Landlord for the reduction of 
the rent, having the ſame effect; beſides 
J have already ſhewn, that the Tithe i is 
really paid by the conſumers of the pro- 

duce of the land, that is the Community 
at large, and not by the Farmer, who 


diſpoſes of it at Fairs and Markets; and 
the Tithe, as paid, is, in any event, a 


very ſmall Tax, not amounting to more 
than the eightieth part of the produce. 
Secondly, 1 10 obſerve, the great fal- 


lacy of this method of argument, which 


is juſt this, in ſome feu places, the Cler- 
gyman receives as Tithe, from a new let. 
farm, one fifth of the rent payable to the 
Landlord ; this ariſes from the Tenants 


Induſtry, therefore, throughout the whole 


kingdom, Tithes are a Tax upon Induſtry, 
this, at the beſt is an argument from par- 


ticulars to generals, which it does not re- 
quire any great ſkill in logick to diſcover 
the ſophiſtry of; but the Author had an- 


other view in making uſe of this argu- 
ment, he endeavours to inſinuate to 


the landed intereſt at large, that the Cler- 


gy receive a great Revenue from Tithes 


uab in mo places to the fourth or fifth 
of „ HATS of. reg _—_ of wag Nobili- 
£1: 10 ie 


1 49 ] 
ty and Gentry: the inſi dus tendency 


of this inſinuation is obvious; but let us 


now examine how far ſuch an DE ths 


can be ſupported by reality, ſuppoſing a 


Farm of one hundred: acres, of what is 
generally termed good Land, has been let 
at any time within theſe ten or twenty 
years laſt paſt, in any part of this king- 
dom without Fine, it may be concluded, 
by any perſon, who knows this kingdom, 
that it was not let at leſs, than twenty 


ſhillings by the Acre, even in parts con- 


fiderably remote from the Metropolis : 
the Tenant to gain a ſubſiſtence by his 
bargain ought to make ſuch a Farm pro- 
duce Commodities to the value of two 
hundred pounds annually, at leaſt, when 
1t is conſidered, that excluſive of the 
Rent, and his expences in cultivating the 

round, he and his family are entitled to 
a ſubſiſtence out of the produce : the 1n- 


cumbent receives nothing out of the pro- 


_ duce of this Farm, except from the Hay, 
Corn, and Potatoes, for 'Tithe of Agiſt- 
ment is annihilated : and I have already 
ſhewn, that he does not in fact receive 
more than one eighth part of the tenth, 
that is, one eightieth part of the whole 


produce of the earth; ſo that his Tithe, 


one. year with another, out of a Farm, ſo 


circumſtanced, amounts to about two 


pounds ten ſhillings, and the Landlords 


rent amounts to one hundred pounds, 
G that 
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I 
that i is, the Tithe is about a fortieth part 
of the Landlords rent out of ſuch a Farm, 

and the fame method of calculation may 
be applied, mutatis mutandis, to all new 
let farms. It 1s pretty plain indeed, that 
the Clergyman is by law entitled to 
Tithes out of ſuch a Farm, amounting in 
value to one fifth of what is paid to the 
Landlord for rent ; for the Landlord who 
lets land to another perſon to cultivate, 
ought not to reſerve a greater rent than 
the value of one half of the produce, 
which the cultivator can raiſe out of the 
land, that is, the annual produce ſhould 
amount in value to double the rent, 
otherwiſe the Farmer cannot procure a 
reaſonable ſubſiſtence out of the Farm. 
And the Clergyman is by law entitled to 
a tenth part of that produce, that is, to 
What amounts in value to a fifth of the 
rent payable to the Landlord, inſtead of 
vhich he receives, as I have before ſhewn, 
only about one fortieth part of the rent 
reſer ved. 

I have already, I truſt, proved to every 
unprejudiced reader, that the preſent me- 
thod of raiſing a maintenance for the 
National Clergy by payment of Tithes, 
is the propereſt mode of raiſing a main- 
tenance for them, I ſhall now endeavour 

- to ſhew the difficulty of ſubſtituting any 
other method, adequate to that end, in 
the place of the preſent, conſiſtent with 

reaſon 
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reaſon and juſtice, which will naturally 
lead me to an examination of the equity 


of, the plan propoſed in the pamphlet 
already mentioned, and will induce ſome 
ſtrictures on the dangerous poſitions, de- 
ceit and abſurdity of the Author. He 
propoſes, that an average rate of the in- 


come ariſing from Tithe of each plow- 


land, in each pariſh, be taken for the laſt 
ſeven years, and that this average rate 


ſhall be ſtruck by a jury, conſiſting of 


an equal number of Clergy and Laity, 
and in caſe this jury ſhall not agree on 
an average, that it ſhall be aſcertained at 
the Quarter Seſſions, or by the Jadge of 
Aſſize, or ſome Judge of any of the King's 
Courts, without appeal from their deciſi- 
on, and that this average rate ſo taken 
and ſtruck, ſhall ſtand for the time to 
come in lieu of ſuch Tithes and Eccleſi- 
aſtical Dues, as each reſpective Pariſh 
had, for the antecedent term, actually 
paid, and that the Incumbent ſhould be 
impowered to make leaſes of.the reſpec- 
tive Tithes of each plowland to the Pro- 
prietor, for any term not exceeding twen- 
ty-one years, at this average rate, and 
that it ſhould be in the option of either 
party, on the expiration of every leaſe, 
to demand a new valuation of the Tithes, 
and Eccleſiaſtical Dues, ariſing on each 
denomination of land. And that a new 


valuation ſhould be ſtruck by a fmilar 
| i G 2 Pro- 


ve 


18 
: 


he 8 £ 


L $8.2 
Proceſs, for any future term, not exceed- 
ing twenty-one years. And if Land- 
lords or ſolvent Tenants of the lands 
ſhould refuſe to take ſuch leaſes, that the 
Clergyman or Impropriator ſhould. be at 
liberty to make a ſimilar leaſe to any other 
perſon. And that they ſhould have a 
power to levy this average rate by diſ- 
treſs, or (t give no offence) by Civil 
Bill. e 1802 ON 10] 
To expoſe the injuſtice and miſchievous 
effects to the Proteſtant Religion of this 
plan, if carried into execution, it will be 
neceſſary that I mention ſhortly the ſtate 
of the Eſtabliſhed Church in this king- 
dom, ſo far as relates to the number and 
revenues of the Parochial Clergy. 'The 
whole number of the Eſtabliſhed Clergy 
in this kingdom amounts to about twelve 
hundred, fi ve-ſixths of which are Paro- 
chial Clergy, Rectors, Vicars, and Cu- 
rates, whoſe general ſubſiſtence depends 
on Tithes only. Of the Tithes of the 
kingdom, at leaſt one-third, is Impropri- 
ate, that is, is in Lay hands, and com- 
poſes part of the ſettled defcendible eſ- 
tates of the Nobility and Gentry in this 
kingdom : for the Monks, whilſt the 
miſt of Popery had overſpread this king- 
dom, had found means to procure great 
numbers, as well of Rectories, as Vica- 
Tages, to be annexed to their reſpective 
Monaſteries, which ſupplied the Cures 
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of the ſeveral pariſhes by their own 


members. At the diſfolution of Monaſ- - 


teries, in the reign of King Henry the 
VIIIth. that tyrant prevailed on parlia- 
ment to veſt all their eſtates and poſſeſ- 
| ſeffions in the crown; and inſtead of re- 
ſtoring the Tithes of the ſeveral pariſhes, 
which had been poſſeſſed by the Mo- 
naſteries, to the reſpective Incumbents 
of ſuch pariſhes, hc granted them, by 
patent, to ſeveral Laymen in fee ſimple, 
by which means they have remained from 
that day to this, | the eſtates of Laymen ; 
another conſiderable portion of the Tithes 
of this kingdom is appropriated; that 
is, compoſes part of the eſtates of ſeveral 
Eccleſiaſtical Corporations, ſuch as Bi- 


ſhops, Deans, Deans and Chapters, and 


Dignitaries in Cathedral Churches; ſo 
that the Parochial Clergy are not intitled 
to much more than one-half of the Tithes 
of the kingdom. I have already proved, 
that the Parochial Clergy do not actually 
receive above an eighth part of the Tithe 
they are entitled to receive: and when 
impropriations and appropriations are 
confidered, it is pretty evident, that 


the Parochial Clergy do not receive 


much more, than a ſixteenth part of 
the Tithe of the whole kingdom, 
that is, the one hundredth and fixtieth 
part of the produce of the land; and for 
perſonal Tithes, or the tenth of the 
gains, 
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gains, made by arts, trade and com- 
merce, they are paid nothing whatſoeyer; 
hence it happens, that to enable a Paro? 
chial Clergyman to procure a Livelyhood 
by his Profeſſion, the Biſhops have been 


under the abfolute neceſſity, throughout 


the whole kingdom, of uniting a number 
of adjacent Pariſhes, ſometimes fix, 
ſometimes more, and appointing one 

Clergyman to perform the duty of them 
all, each pariſh ſeperately, not affording 
a ſubſiſtance for a Clergyman. The diſ- 
aſtrous effects, of thus curtailing the Re- 
venues of the Parochial Clergy, are viſi- 
ble and notorious. Our whole Parochial 


. Clergy, do not amount to the number of 


the Clergy in one ſingle Djoceſe in Eng- 
land, that of Lincoln, whoſe Clergy 


amount to nearly twelve hundred, The 


Clergyman appointed to perform. the duty 
in one of theſe unions, finds it abſolutely 
impoſſible to viſit his Pariſhioners, or to 
perform the ſacred functions of his office 
for them. Some of theſe unions are, 
from twelve, to twenty miles long, and 
nearly as many broad : the inhabitants 
are unable to attend ſervice at their Pa- 
riſh Churches : by diſſuetude of attending 
at the - Houſe of God, and want of in- 


: ſtruction, they degenerate into Heathens, 
or become the prey of rambling Popiſh 


Fryars : and it is a certain fact, that ma- 


ny ancient Proteſtant Families, in the re- 
mote 


15 1 
mote parts of the ſouth and weſt of this 
kingdom, have been perverted to Popery, 
by the effects, above- mentioned, of the 
ſcanty provifion for the Eſtabliſhed Cler- 
gy. Hence it becomes the intereſt, and 
_ eonſequently the ſettled plan, of Papiſts 
of all denominations, to defraud and 
plunder the Clergy of the Eſtabliſhed 
Church of their Tithes : becauſe by ſuch 
means 'they diminiſh their number, and 
ſecure and extend the Dominion of Po- 
pery and Ignorance. Were it poſſible, for 
the Clergy of the Eſtabliſhed Church, to 
procure from their pariſhioners, even. the 
one half inſtead of the eighth part of what 
they are intitled to; this evil would in a 
great meaſure be remedied, for then the 
Proteſtant Clergy might be quadrupled: 
and the rays of the goſpel would by that 
means ſhoot into the remoteſt and darkeſt 
corners of the kingdom; the Clouds of 
Popery would by degrees be diſpelled, 
and the peaſantry would become good 
chriſtians and good ſubjects, it may be 
here objected, that many of the Paro- 
chial Clergy, have already very large in- 
comes, from their benefices; and that, 
ſhould their benefices encreaſe four fold, 
they would become enormous; but to 
this I anſwer, that very few indeed, of 
the Parochial Clergy, derive too ample a 
revenue. from their livings; much the 
greateſt number of them, live on very 

| | ſcanty 
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ſcanty incomes, though men Ke ſuch 
learning and ability. as in any other 
of the learned profeſſions, would have 
ſecured to them much more ample emo- 
luments: beſides, the few — 
Benefices in this kingdom, which pro 

duce a large income, are almoſt all —.— 
poſed of a number of pariſhes united, 
and in caſe the Clergy could procure one 
half of their legal dues, theſe pariſhes 
would be diſunited, and a Clergyman 
aſſigned to each, ſo that the revenue of 
each particular incumbent would not be; 
by ſuch means, greater than it now is: 
and unions and pluralities would no lon- 
ger remain in the church. I now return 
to the examination of the plan before 
mentioned. Which is, that the Eſta- 
bliſhed Clergy ſhall in future be obliged, 
to accept of a ſum of money, to be aſ- 
certained by a jury, in lieu of Tithes, and 
that ſuch ſum ſhall be averaged, from the 
receipts of each incumbent, on account 
of Tithes, for the laſt ſeven years, imme- 
diately preceding the impannelling of the 
jury, and that the jury ſhall conſiſt of 
an equal number or Laymen and Cler- 
gymen ; this plan or ſcheme may be pro- 
nounced, at the firſt bluſh, to be found- 
ed on the groſſeſt injuſtice, for the in- 
cumbent, is to be compelled by law, to 
accept. of one eighth, of his, heretofore, 


legal dues, as a compenſation for the 
whole, 


T 
whole, and becauſe he has been for ſe- 


ven years paſt, in defiance of law and 
juſtice, deſpoiled, of ſeven eighths of his 
legal income, this ſpoilation muſt be ſanc- 
tified by law; and it muſt be enacted, 
that he ſhall never receive any compen- 
ſation for what he has loſt, and ſhall ne- 
ver | hereafter receive, more than one 
cighth, of what the common law has for 
ages allotted for his maintenance, and 
which has been frequently confirmed 
by the ſtatute law. Fog what reaſons 
are affigned by the projector for the ex- 
pediency of adopting ſuch a plan? Why 
truly, the Clergyman will get his ſtipend 
without murmuring, and the farmers 
will be eaſed of a grievous burthen. As 
to the firſt ; it cannot be doubted, but 
that every knaviſh debtor, will pay his 
creditor, one eighth part of his juſt de- 
mand, with leſs reluctanee, than he will 
pay the whole; but who ever had the 
rontery to propoſe, that a law ſhould 
be enacted, compelling the creditor to 
accopt from his debtor, one eighth part oſ 
his debt in lieu of the whole, when he is 

able to pay the whole ? And would it not 
be full as reaſonable to propoſe, that a 
law ſhould be enacted, to compel the no- 
bility and gentry of this kingdom, to ac- 
cept of one eighth of their rents from 
their tenantry, inſtead of the whole, be- 
cauſe their tenantry would pay them this 
ND, | eighth 
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eig RED part without murmurinng? a5 to 
hs onde? reaſon, I have already prove” 
ed it to be a falſhood: for neither the 
abolition, or reduction of Tithe, can eaſe: 
the Farmer of any burthen, but on the 
contrary muſt ferve to encreaſe his bur- 
thens : I would alſo afk this projector, how 
it is plain, that the Popiſh Tenantry of 
this kingdom, would pay the Clergyman, 
even this average rate, without murmur- 
ing d he himſelf ſeems to think that they: 
would not, becauſe he propoſes remetys' 
for the recovery of it, when with-held,. 
to wit, diſtreſs, or civil bill, for fear "of 
8555 ee offence to whom ? why to 

and Owners and Farmers. Very: 
— —— and very equitable truly 
in the projector? You Clergymen muſt be 
compelled by law, to accept of one eighth 
of your heretofore legal dues, in lieu of 
the whole, and you ſhall not have ſuch 
remedy, for the recovery of even that 
pittance, which the Landlord has for the 
recovery of his rack rents: and why, 
becauſe ſuch power, given to you, would 
offend both Landlord and Tenant, who 
are willing to defraud you, of every fix 
| mu of that, to which you are, at leaſt 
well entitled, as they are, to any 
—. of their properties; for ſo the projed- 
tor admits, when he expreſsly ſtates tap 
the right. to Tithes, is priur to the right of 
_ Landlord in this 1 to, his 14 


_ "wbether 


590 ] 

vbetler be bolds by preſeription, by grant, ar 
27 Purchaſe. a One would imagine, that 
the projector, did not think the Clergy, 
to be any part of the community, or that 


they were entitled, to 
of juſtice, with other ſubjects of this 


kingdom; but thought, that their pro- 


perties, might be at any time taken from 


them, by act of parliament, without 
quivalent, to gratify even a Popich and 
e Banditti. Excluſi ve of the 
Boney; glaring injuſtice which, wauld be 
ne by the adoption of this plan, it 
would alſo extend its baleful influence to 


future a 11 with progreſſive deſtructiye 


eflect, for the ſum averaged to he paid in 
Beu of Tithes, would remain the ſame, 
h its value would, as. I have alrea- 
ewn, progreſſively diminiſn; by 


which. the Clergy. would be, by degrees, 


reduced to abſolute beggary, notwith- 
ſta the fallacious and abſurd propor 
1al of the projector, by way of obviating 
objections to his ſcheme, on the ſcore of 
foch eventual miſchief, which I ſhall pre- 
{ently mention. I would recommend, it 
to every ſerious chriſtian of the Eſtabliſh- 
ed Church, to conſider, how effectually 
this ſcheme, if put in execution, would, 
. un. prevent the Eſtabliſhed Religi- 

from making any further progreſs in 
this kingdom, —4 in the end eradicate it; 


and age Popery in its place. | have al- 
H 2 ready 


to the ſame meaſure 
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a mentioned the number of Patochial 
Clergy in this kingdom, and ſhewn how 
inadequate they are to the ſervice of the 
Church, and to the effectual propagation 
of the Proteſtant Faith, amongſt the Po- 
piſh Inhabitants ; the impiety, the ſuper- 
Aition, the injuſtice of the times, have 
ſo ſtinted the maintenance of the Parochi- 
al Clergy, who are five ſixths of the 
- whole body, that a greater number than 
the preſent, cannot be ſupported, in "a 
manner ſuitable to the dignity of their 
ſacred function; but the laws of the land 
have provided a fund for their ſupport; 
which would maintain a much Feat 
number: by a variety of concurring cir- 
cumſtances, and perhaps, by a culpable ſu- 
pineneſs in the ſtate, nen laws cannot be, 
or have not been, effectually enforced. 
Now thould: ſuch a plan, as this projector 
| propoſes, be eſtabliſhed by law, it would 
not only for ever prevent any encreaſe to 
the preſent” funds, received by the Pa- 
rochial Clergy, and conſequently effectu- 
ally bar any further advances of the Pro- 
8 Religion in this kingdom, but it 
would by degrees diminiſh, and at length 
annihilate, the ſubſiſtence of the preſcnt 
number of the National Clergy, as I have 
already proved, and like ſoldiers ſtarved 
in a long and cloſe ſiege, they would be 
at length obliged to evacuate and ſurren- 
der the garriſon, . at diſcretion, to the ar- 
mies 


La 1 


mies of the Pope. It may be Here object 
ed, that want of legal funds has not ex- 
tirpated the Popiſh Clergy, but that they 
ſtill, as well Regulars as Seculars, conti- 
nue to ſwarm in this nation, That! their 
poverty is a ſpur to their induſtry, in re- 
taining their preſent congregations, and 
making proſelytes. and that a ſimilar po- 
verty would have fimilar effects on the 
Proteſtant Clergy.. that therefore the re- 
duQion or annihilation of their preſent 
revenues would be ſo far from deſtroying, 
that it would promote the Proteſtant Faith. 
But perſons who argue thus, do not con- 
ſider the circumſtances of this nation, and 
the effential differences which ſubſiſt be- 
tween the Religion eſtabliſhed and Po- 
pery, in reſpect to raiſing contributions 
from the people: for firſt, the great bulk 


of this nation is ſtill immer and wal- 


lows in the muddy deluge of Popery, ſo 


that, did the Proteſtant Faith give as 


am ple a power over the purſes of its 
olclytes, as the Popiſh, and were both 
roteſtant and Popiſh Clergy to ſubſiſt 
on the voluntary contributions of their 
reſpective cougregations, the Popiſh Cler- 
gy would receive at leaſt twenty times as 
much as the Proteſtant. In fact, the 
diſproportion of ſubſiſtence would be 
greater than the diſproportion'of num- 
bers; becauſe throughout a great part of 
this kingdots, from the very ſmall num- 
ber 
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her of Proteſtants, in whole pariſhes,. nay 
even in whole baronjcy,, no Proteſtant 
Cler yaman whatſoec ver could piggure a 
ſubſiſtence in ſuch pariſhes or baronies: 
and the Proteſtants i in ſuch diſtricts nat 


being able by, their contriburions to ſup- 


port a Glergyman amongſt them, would 
contribute nothing, and by; degrees dege- 


nerate into. Papery or Heatheniſm. Now 


add to this the various powers of Suction 
from the Popiſh Laity, which their Cler- 
gy poſſeſs and exerciſe, founded on doc- 
ttines reprobated by the Eſtabliſhed 
Church, and 4 will eaſily appgarz that 
Ty ppaling obers in a Prgteſtant 
Popiſh —— were equal, and 

that the reſpeQtive Prieſts were to live on 
voluntary contributions, the Proteſtant 
Clergyman would ſtarve, whilſt the Po- 
piſh lived in affluence. Auricular con- 
feſſion, commutation, of penances, indul- 
gences, extreme unions, maſſes for the 
dead. months minds, and all the profits 
of the Romiſh purgatory doctrine, de- 
monſtrate the tel of the Popiſh Clergy 
in religious chemiſtry, an art utterly un- 


— Whe to our Parochial Clergy, who 
TJeek. nothing but ſach dues as the law 


has given them. I muſt alſo mention 
another ſource of wealth to the Romiſh 
Clergy, which has long ceaſed to flow in 
our church, I mean the Jus Divinum of 
Tithes ; a Romiſh Prieſt can appeal to 


the conſcience of his proſelyte for juſ- 
ET 
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tice, when Tithes are ſubtracted from 


him, whereas a Preteſtant Clergymati” 


can only appeal to the law of the land for 
jaſtiee in a ſimilat caſe. So that if the law 


of the land, which! gives him a title to 


Fithes, vas repealed, the Proteſtant Clergy- 


man would be remedyleſs, but the Popiſh 
would: not be ſo; and I have already 
ſhewn; that by virtue of the doctrine, 
_—_ 'T ithes are due to the Clergy Jure di- 


the Romiſh Prieſts; in fact, 
fem the Popiſh Laity whatever part of 
the Tithes is ſubtracted from the Pro- 
teſtant Clergy, which, with their other 
gains, ſuffioientiy accounts for their 


ſwarms in this infatuated nation, and 


alſo for the preſent inſurrections. The 
Romiſh Clergy in many places, openly 


acknowledge, that they are the authors 


of theſe inſurrections, for many of them 
have had the boldneſs, traiterouſſy to 
read to their congregations, in their re- 
ſpective maſs houſes, the moſt rebellious 
mamifeſtoes of the inſurgents; pretend- 

ing that they were compelled by treats ſo 
to do; though it is well known, that 
the Popiſh Laity are, in general, the 
flaveyer: their Prieſts, and abſolutely un- 
der their controul. And their maſs hou- 
ſos are the uſual places where the inſur- 


gents meet, and bind themſelves by oaths 


to 8 their rebellious and 'barbarous 
daſigns,” to give their confederacy the 
ter ſtrengtk⸗ and duration, when ce- 


n mented, 
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mented; and as it were. conſolidated, by. 
an oath,. made at the leet of their al- 
As a further i ound of. the injuſtice: 
and. fraud of the ptojector's plan, he 
propoſes, that- the ſum hereafter. to be 
paid in lieu of Tithes, ſhall be averaged. 
by a jury, half Clergy and half Laity, 
and if they cannot agree on a ſum, (as 
indeed it is highly probable ſuch a motly 
jury would — that then it ſhall be ave- 
raged at the Quarter Seſſions, or by the 
Judge of Aſſize, or by any Judge of the 
King's Courts, as Parliament ſhall , ap- 
point; that is, if the ſix Clergymen, on 
ſuch a jury, ſhall not concur with the ſix. 
Laymen, in aſcertaining the future ſub- 
ſiſtence of a Clergyman of a pariſh, his 
ſubſiſtence ſhall be carved out, by a bench 
of country Juſtices at a Quarter Seſſions, 
or by the Judge of Aſſize, or ſome other 
Judge, according to their will and plea- 
ſure : and the award of theſe Juſtices or 
Judges is to be final and concluſive. 
Thus the ſubſiſtence of a Clergyman is 
not only at the firſt, to be, to a certain- 
ty, reduced to one- eighth of what he is 
legally entitled to; but if any diſagree- 
ment ſhould happen between ſuch Jury 
as before-mentioned, in aſcertajujng the 
preciſe amount of his future pittance, it 
muſt be finally aſcertained by the arbi- 
trary — — of half a dozen 1g- 
norant unter Juſtices, amidſt. the riot 
and 


— 


— 


1 
and drunkenneſs of a Quarter Seſſions; 
or by the ſole will and pleaſure of a Judge 
of Aſſize, or ſome other Judge, without 
22 z the Clergy are to be for ever ex- 
cluded, from any interference in — 


the quantum of the future ſubſiſtence of 


a brother Clergyman, if they do not agree 


to ſuch ſum, as ſix Laymen ſhall ſay is 


reaſonable; and in ſuch caſe, all interfe- 
rence of a Jury, in diſpoſing of the pro- 
perty of a Clergyman, is finally to ceaſe, 
and his property, and that of his ſucceſ- 
ſors, is, without appeal, to be decided 
upon, by a few country Juſtices, or a 
Judge of Aſſize. This is truly a new 


method of | diſpoſing ef the property of 


the ſubjett, and puts in the - ſtrongeſt 
light the injuſtice of the projeQor, and his 
contempt, ot at beſt, his ignorance of the 


principles of this conſtitution. 


The next part of our projector's plan 
is remarkable for its abſurdity, impracti- 
cability, and ſome degree of low cun- 


ning; he foreſaw, that the objection of 


the conſtant diminution of the value of 
money, would be urged againſt his ſcheme 
of aſcertaining a preciſe ſum of money to 
be paid, fot ever hereafter, in lieu of 
Tithes. And it having been part of his 
ſcheme, that the Incumbent ſhould have 
power to make leaſes, not exceeding 
twenty-one years, of the Tithes of each 
plowland, at the rent of the average rate, 


1 * 


1688 
he was to receive in lieu of Tithes, to the 
land-owner, or to others, if he refufed 
to accept of ſuch leaſe, he then propoſes, 
that to obviate any objection which may occur 
from the riſe or fall in the price of proviſe- 
ons, it may be in the option of either party, 
on the expiration of every leaſe, to demand a 
new valuation of the Tithes and Ecclefraſtical 
Dues ariſing on each denomination of land, 
when, by a ſimilar proceſs, a new valuation 

ſhall be ſtruct, for any future term, not ex- 

' ceeding twenty-one years, that may be agreed 
upon, or that an Af of Parliament may ap- 
point, What a ſyllabub of abſurdity and 
low cunning is here! firſt, the projector 

opoſes, that a certain ſpecific ſum of 
money ſhall be aſcertained, to be paid out 
of each plowland, in lieu of Tithes ; con- 
ſequently the Tithes themſelves are to be 

_ annihilated; yet the Incumbent is to have 
it in his power to make leaſes to the land- 
owners, or others, of thoſe Tithes, after 
ſuch their annihilation. In the next 
place, the projector, aware of the unan- 
ſwerable objection to his ſcheme, of the 
conflant diminution of the value of mo- 
ney, chuſes to keep it as much as poſſi- 
ble out of ſight, and to ſubſtitute in its 
place, the variation in the prices of pro- 
viſions, which happens from caſual abun- 
dance or ſcarcity. It is true, the prices 

of proviſions, (provided you extend the 


word proviſions, fo as to comprehend all 
| the 


8 „ 
the neceſſaries of life) is the ſtandard to 
meaſure the value of money by; that is, 


the higher the price of the neceſſaries of 
life is, the leſs is the value of any given 


ſum of money, becauſe it will then pur- 


chaſe leſs of ' theſe neceſſaries, than 
when their price is lower; but the pro- 


jector thought fit to make uſe of the word 


proviſions, which, in its uſual ſignification, 
means only what we eat and drink, be- 
cauſe they oecaſionally riſe and fall in 
price in ſcarce and plentiful ſeaſons ; and 
are liable to more occaſional and ſudden 
changes, than the other neceſſaries of 


life, which do not require to be dayly re- 


newed and ſupplied, as proviſions do; 
and he endeavours, by making uſe of ſuch 
expreſſion, to inſinuate, that the value of 
money fluctuates ſo, as to admit of in 
creaſe, as well as decreaſe, in long pe- 
riods of time; and thus in a ſliding man- 
ner, to evade the force of the objection 
againſt his plan, of the continual diminu- 
tion of the value of money. But this 
little cunning will by no means ſerve his 


turn, beeauſe the experience of many 


ages, and even of the preſent, contra- 
dicts him; and proves, that notwith- 
ſtanding caſual variations both of increaſe 
and decreaſe in the price of the proviſi- 
ons, or of the neceſſaries of life, in peri- 
ods of one or two years; yet, that in a 
courſe of years, they invariably riſe in 

1 i price, 
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price, and conſequently the value of mo- 
ney leſſens; and for the truth of this po- 
fition, I appeal, even to the experience of 
the proſent age, who well know, that the 
price of all the neceſſaries of life is very 
nearly doubled, and the value of money 
ſunk in the ſame proportion, within theſe 
\_ forty years laſt paſt. But it is now time to 
ſiee, what remedy the projector purpoſes 
for this fluctuation in the value of money; 
why truly, that a new average rate or 
valuation of Tithes, ſhall be ſtruek by 
4 fumilar proceſs to that, he has laid down 
in his original plan, at the end of the 
firſt leaſe for twenty one years, made aer 
cording to that plan, that is after twenty 
one years ſhall be expired, from the time. | 
of aſcertaining the firſt average. rate, a 
new average rate for the ſucceeding twen- 
ty one years, ſhall be again aſcertained, 
by a ſimilar proceſs to that, by which the 
firſt was aſcertained; now the firſt was to 
beafcertained, by ſtriking a medium, from 
the receipts of the incurabent onaccount of 
Tithes, for the laſt ſeven years, immedi- 
ately preceding the valuation; and if the 
ſecond valuation is to be aſcertained by 
a ſimilar proceſs, it muſt be — 
from the receipts of the incumbent on 
the feare of Fithes, for the laſt ſeven 
years immediately preceding the ſecond 
valua- tion; at leaſt, the projector 
ſuggeſts no other mode of calculation 


for the valuators to proceed upon, 
| but 
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but theſe reacipts were exactly the ſame 
for the laſt {even years paſt preceding the 
ſecond valuation, amounting every year 
to the firſt average rate, that was aſcer- 
tained; therefore the fecond valuation, 
muſt be exactly the ſame with the firſt, 
and does not obviate the objection ſtated 
by the projector, nor any objection made 


to his ſcheme, nar would it in any ſhape 


remedy any fluctuation in the price of 
proviſions, ar value of money, but would 
be nugatory and abſurd, The projector 
before he had ſuggeſted any method of 
patching or piecing his crazy ſcheme, 


ſhould have ſhewn, that it was ſo far 


complete, as to laſt a few years at leaſt, 
without additions or repairs ; let us exa- 
mine whether that be the caſe. He pro- 


poſes, that an average rate ſhall be ſtruck, 


which the incumbent is to receive from 
each plowland, in lieu of Tithes of the 


whole, and which, if not paid, he is to 


recover by diſtreſs, or civil bill; ſuppoſing 
there were fifty Tenants on a plowland, 


which is often the cafe, each holding by 


different tenures, and from different 
| Landlords, for a plowland is ſeldom the 
eſtate of one perſon ; in what manner, in 
ſuch caſe, is the part of the average rate, 
payable by each Tenant, to be aſcertain- 
ed ? or ſuppoſing the different Landlords 
were wi l 15 to take ſuch leaſes of the 
annihilated Tithe, as before mentioned, 

or 
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or in other words, agreed with the incum- 
bent to pay him ſuch different rents for 
their reſpective ſhares of a plowland, as 
would altogether amount to the average 
rate aſcertained for the whole plowland, 
by what proceſs is the ſhare, payable by 
each, to be determined? and what ſums 
are they to levy from their reſpeQive Te- 
nants during their leaſes, and in what 
proportions, to indemnify themſelves, for 
ſuch ſums, as they ſhall have agreed to pay 
the incumbent? or are the Landlords, mak- 
ing ſuch agreements with the incumbent, 
to be at liberty, to take or levy the whole 
Tithe, from their then reſpective Tenants, 
during their reſpective leaſes? And as 
they are, by the projectors ſcheme, to 
be at liberty to ſet their lands, to them 
or others, at the expiration of ſuch lea- 
ſes, Tithe free, and raiſe their reſpective 
rents accordingly, in which caſe the Te- 
nants, as I have already ſhewn, particu- 
ly Popiſh Tenants, would be in a much 
worſe fituation than at preſent, who are 
to be diſtrained by the incumbent for the 
average rate due out of a whole plowland, 
or againſt whom is the proceſs by civil 
bill to iſſue, for the recovery of ſuch 
average rate ? theſe are queſtions, and . 
material ones, unanſwered. by the pro- 
jector, and relate to caſes unprovided for 
by his ſcheme. And indeed the whole 
ſcheme is ſuch a heap of injuſtice, abſur- 

dity, 


a "B50 5 
dity, crudity and imperfection, that I 
am almoſt aſhamed to have, taken fo 
much notice of it. Wn 

I cannot however diſmiſs this Pamph- 
let, without remarking the great modeſ- 
ty of the author, who ſtiles himſelf a 
Beneficed Clergyman, but if he is ſo, he 
muſt be certainly a beneficed Popiſh 


Prieſt, and ſuch his virulence againſt. 
Tithes, and againſt the Eſtabliſhed Cler- 


gy, proclaim him to be. In the ſixth. 
page of his pamphlet where he mentions 
that objections may be hereafter made to 
his plan; he declares, that he heſitates not 
to propbecy, and ante manum to pronounce, 
that ſuch \ objeftions will turn out to be the 
mere ebullitions of: ſelf intereſt, and the ſpirit 
of paves, with what exemplary modeſ- 
ty, he trumpets forth the praiſes of his 
own ingenuity, and abilities! he is the 
Doctor irrefragabilis, his fcheme is com- 
plete, and abſolute, finiſhed ad unguem, 
and no reaſonable objection can be made 
againſt it. His ſkill in calculation is 
equal to his modeſty ; he tells the Land- 
lord, that when he makes a leaſe to a Te- 
nant, he thereby lets to farm, his the 
Landlords nine ſhares of the produce of 
the land: Nothing can be more erro- 
neous than ſuch an aſſertion : the produce 
of land 1s vaſtly encreaſed by cultiyation ; 
men whe are owners of large tracts of 
land, finding it impoſſible or inconveni- 
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ent to cultivate it themſelves, are undder 
a neceſſity of letting it out, at certain 


yearly rents, in parcels, to others to cul- 
tivate. The tenant's expence and la- 
bour raiſes the produce or crop; to one 
tenth of which the incumbent of the pa- 
riſh is by law entitled; but who ever be- 


fore heard, that the remaining nine tenths 


of the produce were the property of the 
Landlord, and farmed out by him to the 


Tennant? are the labour and expences of 
the Tenant conſumed in raiſing this pro- 


duce, the property of the Landlord, and 
does he farm them to the Tenant ? thoſe 
nine renths are indeed a ſecurity to the 
Landlord, for the payment of the rent 

zreed to be paid to him by the Tenant 


fot the liberty of tilling and manufacturing | 


a certain portion of ground for a certain 
term, but they are in no other light his 


for this privilege, ought not exceed one- 
half of the annual produce of the earth, 
that js five-tenth parts of it, otherwiſe 
the farmer could not procure a liveli- 
hood by his labour and induſtry ; and in 
general it ought to be, and probably is, 
much leſs. Throughout England, I am 
well informed that the rent reſerved on 
land, never exceeds one-third of what 
it is eſtimated, that the tenant may make 
of the land by due cultivation. In ano- 


ther 


< 


property; and the rent payable to him 


n 
ther part of this pamphlet, the projec- 
tor launches out into the moſt pathethic 
declamation on the miſeries of the poor; 
every one of which he attributes to their 
being ſubject to the payment of Tithes ; 
which he ſtiles the tenth part of their 
years ſubſiſtence. Theſe are his words: 
Hinc illæ Lachryme : from hence iſſue the 
ſwarms of beggars, with which every road is 
ſpread; from hente iſſue rioters, robbers, and 
ate boys, with which every tountry is in- 
feed. Thus, if you believe the projec- 
tor, the ſubſiſtence allotted for the Nati- 
onal Clergy, in all ages of chriſtianity, 
is the ſource of all manner of vices, im- 
morality, robbery, and beggary in the 
ſubject, and the ruin of the ſtate. The 
virulent Papiſt here breaks out from his 
diſguiſe, and plainly tells you, you muſt 
extirpate the Clergy of the eſtabliſhed 
church or the nation is undone ; with 
the fame virulence, he falls upon what 
he ſtates to be a practice of eftabliſhed 
Clergy, which is, that they uſually con- 
vene an aſſembly of their reſpective pa- 
r1fhioners, at ſome ſtated place, and make 
agreements with them for the purchaſe of 
their teſpective Tithes. I believe ſuch 
meetings may be cuſtomary in ſome parts 
of this kingdom, and furely an Incum- 
bent cannot manifeſt a ſtronger inclina- 
tion to gratify his pariſhioners, than by 
convening a general meeting' of _— 
an 


Tims 


and treatin with them, for the ſale. af | 
their reſ ang Tithes to each of them, 
commonly, on ſuch terms as they them- 
ſelves propoſe. The proceeding is cer- 
tainly fair, open, and expeditious. This 
the projector ſtiles an auction of Titbes, 
and complains. of it, as a hardſhip on the 
pariſhioner, to be obliged to attend and 
make an agreement for the purchaſe of 
his Tithes, under the penalty of their be- 
ing ſold to another, whom he ſtiles a 
canter ; that is, he eſteems it a hardſhip, 
that the Clergyman will not abſolutely 
remit the pariſhioner, who chuſes to ab- 
ſent himſelf from ſuch meeting, from all 
payment of Tithes ; he then ſtates, that 
. the abſentee is obliged frequently to pur- 
_ chaſe his Tithe from this canter or more 

than it is worth; very extraordinary in- 
deed, that a man ſhould pay more than 
the Tithe is worth to the canter, when 
he has it in his option to give him the 
Tithe itfelf. and pay him nothing! The 
projector then pathetically ' laments the 
neceſſity the pariſhioner i is under of giv- 
ing this Tithe in kind, or paying a com- 
ſition for if, in the following moſt me- 
lancholy trains: if be pays the Tithe in 
kind (which however he admits he might 
have purchaſed by very eaſy compoſition) 
he muſt caſt about for means to feed himſelf 
and his family for. a tenth part, (or above 
701 Of x 9 E the enſuing year, 
the 
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tbe proviſion for which has been thus 
legally vreſted from him. Work is not 


always to be had; befides what labour 
he can ſpare from his own field, be is obliged 
£0 give to his immediate landlord, either as a 
duty, or in payment of that rent which he has 
no other means of diſcharging. This is fine 
declamation ! very fit, it muſt be confeſ- 
ſed, to excite the populace to inſurrecti- 
ons, by ſuggeſting the ideas of imaginary 
wrongs and oppreſſions. The projector 
e admits, that the cottager is redu- 
ced to theſe wretched extremities of want 
and deſpair, hy being obliged to fubmit 
to ſuch legal demands, but he at the ſame 
time informs the cottager that theſe laws 
are flagitious and unjuſt, and calculated 
to reduce him and his family to want and 
beggary. Now could not the projector 
with much more propriety, according to 
his .own mode of reaſoning, ſuggeſt to the 
cottager, that nine-tenths of the annual 


ſubſiſtence of himſelf and his family 
is farmed out to him on the moſt fevere 


terms, and at a rack rent, by his land- 
lord, who, if this rent is unpaid, will 
ſeize on theſe nine-tenths, and convert 
them to his own uſe ; that the laws, as 
they at preſent ſtand, entitle the landlord 
to nine-tenths of the annual ſubſiſtence 
of the cottager and his family ; and that 
the landlord, by the hard terms on which 
he farms out thefe nine-tenths to the cot- 
tager, deprives him and his family of their 
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ſubſiſtence, or the greater part of it, for 
three hundred and twenty nine days in 
the year, and conſequently that the land- 
lord is nine- times a greater oppreſſor than 
the Parſon? and could he not tell him, 
that theſe nine-tenths, or a very hard 
compoſition for them, are legally wreſted 
from him ? particularly as he confeſſes, 
that what labour the peaſant can ſpare 
from his own field, he is obliged to give 
to the immediate landlord, either as a 
duty, or in payment of that rent which 
he has no other means of, diſcharging, 
Such condnct in this declaiming incendi- 
ary, wohld heſpeaks ſame opinion of im- 
partiality and eandour in him, and would 
fairly avqw an intention of railing a ge- 
neral inſnrrectien of the peaſantry to le- 
vel all diſtinctions; hut that is not his 
view; all he aims at is the deſtruction of 
the eſtabliſhed Clergy, and the eſtabliſhed 
Religion; if he can make tools of the 
peaſantry to execute ſuch a plan, it is all 
he deſires: he is willing enough, that they 
ſhould remain ſlaves to their preſent, or 
rather future lendlargs, and he cares not, 
What tyranny a Popiſh landed intereſt may 
exerciſe over their vaſſals, if he can at 
preſent perſuade the peaſantry, that they 
are oppreſſed by the eſtabliſhed Clergy, 
and by their agency effect their deſtruc- 
tion, and the - conſequent deſtruction of 
their Religion, his end is comples ely an- 
e e bus mf cov lere 


L 1 


ſwered. How much more juſt would 


this reaſoning with the peaſantry be! 


You and your anceſtors from the time of, 


or immediately after the planting of Chriſ- 
tianity amongſt you, have been by law 


bound to pay the full tenth of the pro- 
duce of the grounds you occupy, to the 
Incumbent of the pariſn in which your 
land lies, and the tenth part of the pro- 
duce never belonged to you, nor ought 


you to reckon ita tenth part of the an- 


nual ſubſiſtence of yourſelf and family, 
unleſs you purchaſe it from the Incum- 
bent of your pariſh : all the bargains you 
make with your landlords are made with 


the full knowledge of you and your 


landlords, that the produce of the grounds 
you become tenants of, is liable to this 
duty; you take it ſubject to it. It is 


therefore (to ſay no worſe of it) a flagrant 


injuſtice in you, to with-hold this tenth, 
or any part of it, from the Incumbent of 
the pariſh; and you ought to pay it, in 

the firſt place, before your landlords 
rent; becauſe the title of the Incumbent 
to it, is of a much more ancient date, 
and better eſtabliſhed, as well by com- 
mon as ſtatute law, than the title of your 
landlord to the rent. But ſuch reaſon- 


ing would ill ſuit with the views of this 


' projector ; who in another part of his 
pamphlet, to ſhew his contempt of the 
eſtabliſhed Clergy, and his ſettled deſign 


of 
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of levelling them with the vulgar, ſtiles 
h em \ManafaFurers of Tithes; and their 
con vening their pariſhioners to make com- 
poſitions with them for their Tithes, a 

Tithe market ; and declares, that the meet- 
ing of the landholders of a pariſh, one 
day in a year, for the purpoſe of 'agree- 
ing with the Incumbent for the purchaſe 
of the Tithes of their reſpective farms, 
is the cauſe that drunkenneſs, riot, and 
diſſipation univerſally prevail amongft 
the peaſantry of this nation; as if there 
were no fairs, horſe-races, cock-fightings, 
| hurling-matches, patron-meetings, holy wells 
or maſs houſes, to attribute their drunken» 
neſs and concomitant vices to. 

80 much for this projector, his 
fcheme, and his pamphlet, publiſhed by a 
Popiſnh Printer. I proceed now to conſi- 
der, whether it is practicable, conſiſtent 
with juſtice and reaſon, to ſubſtitute any 
fund, for the ſubſiſtence of the Parochial 
Eſtabliſhed Clergy, in the place of 
Tithes. And firſt, I muſt lay it down 
as an axiom : that it would not be con- 
ſiſtent with reaſon or juſtice, to ſubſti- 
tute any fund, for the ſupport and main- 
tenance of the Eſtabliſhed Clergy, in lieu 
of Tithes, which would be ſubject, in 
proceſs of time, to annihilation ; or con- 
tinual diminution, (equal in effect to an- 
nihilation,) by the continual decreaſe of 


the value of money ; this concluſion, I 
PE 


hope, I have already fully proved, ftom 
this it will follow as a Corollary : that it 
is not conſiſtent with reaſon and juſtice, 


to allot a certain ſum of money, admit- 


ting of no increaſe, to be hereafter annu- 
ally paid, as a maintenance for an incum- 

bent, and his ſucceſſors, in lieu of Tithes, 
becauſe the value of money is continually 
decreaſing, and the Eſtabliſhed Clergy, 
by ſuch an allotment, would, in proceſs 
of time, be reduced to beggary. After 


the moſt attentive conſideration. of this 


ſubject, I have been able to find out but 
one 2 of ſubſtituting a maintenance for 


the Eſtabliſned Clergy in lieu of Tithes, 


which is in any meaſure, reconcileable to 
the principles of juſtice and reaſon ; this 
mode, is e within the bounds of 
poſſibility. But I muſt confeſs, I much 
doubt, or rather deſpair, of its practicabi- 


lity, or in other words, the probabili- 


ty of its ever being carried into execution, 
on account of the. paſſions, prejudices, 
irreligion, injuſtice, and immorality of the 
age we live in, and a radical deficiency in 
the ſcheme itſelf, which I cannot ſay, 
meets my own approbation, on the prin- 
ciples of juſtice, but is ſuggeſted on the 
ſcore of expediency alone, the Eſtabliſned 
Clergy certainly, if it ſhould be adopted, 
muſt ſurrender a great part of their legal 
rights, but they will ſtill find a ſubſiſt- 
ence, perhaps a ſcanty one, but not ſub- 
Jet 


r 


a 4 we HG 06-4 4206 I * — Z 22 - cg Oo 
k —_—_ * a : / 2 
4 5 5 — 2 mi. oe — an Sa £6. 0.474 LS 
TT EEE B WR I ns 3322 S = - . _ 2 Bu A Ip» þ 
—_— — LEE DAN > . SY EET. 23 +0 -x; . 5 
— — — — r 2 — a » we K vw w_ a” 
a -_ 22 mr” ry * * 
. ˙ 9 ay - r L s 
— 4K 2 — 9822 771 2 2 1 * wY Ls = 
—_— - 


£ I, 
20” SAT} — — 
——— * 9 - 
nk a ˙ rr 
EIN . 2 *. 7p 


[98 2] 

ject to continual deeay, and at length to 
annihilation, by the operation of time. 
The ſcheme is ſhortly this, that the twen- 
tieth part of the land of every pariſh; eſ- 
timating as well the quantity, as the qua- 
lity, of the ground, be fet apart for the 
maintenance of the incumbent, and that 
the land ſo ſet apart, ſhall be for ever 
conſidered as glebe land; that the in- 
cumbent ſhall have no power of leaſing it, 
for a longer term, than during his own 
incumbency : and that the land, fo ſet 
apart; ſhlall for ever remain the property 
of the incumbent, and his facceflors, for 
his and their maintenance in lieu ef all 
Tithes; which are for ever to ceaſe. 
There are two objections, which, I fore- 
ſee, will be made to this ſcheme, on the 
part of the laity; the firſt objection is, 

that the diſability of the incumbent, to 
make à leaſe of the land ſo fet out, for a 
longer term, than his own incumbency, 
will diſcourage the Tenants of fuch land, 
from improving it: and the twentieth 
part of every pariſh will be thereby left, 
in a leſs improved flate than the nineteen 
parts, to the general impovriſnment of the 
nation; and to fupport this objection, 
the example of the eſtates of the * 
will be adduced, which are ſaid, to be 
lefs improved, than lay eſtates, merely, 
becaufe biſhops are, by law, diſabled 
from making any leaſes of their ſeveral 
| lands, 


* 


bs U 8 1 
lands, for a longer term than for twenty 
one years. To this objection, I anſwer, that 
throughout a great part of England, the 

tenantry are mere Tenants at will, and 
have no leaſes whatſoever : and that in all 
the country parts of England, long leaſes 
are utterly unknown, a leaſe for the term 
of twenty one years, being there conſi- 
dered as a long leaſe, yet the induſtry of 
the Engliſh Tenants, and the improve- 
ment of the country, are not a whit dimi- 


niſhed ; and as to biſhop's grounds, the 


true reaſon why they are not more im- 
proved, is not, becauſe the tenure is 


ſhort, for they generally remain in the 
ſame family for ages; but becauſe the 


biſhops are impowered to leaſe their lands 
for the term of twenty one years only, 


reſerving a rent not leſs than half the 


value of the land demiſed, and they 
therefore demiſe the land, reſerving a rent 
of half the value, and take fines on the 
renewal of every leaſe, in lieu of rent, 
amounting to the other half of the value: 
and their tenants therefore decline to 
make laſting or valuable improvements 
on their eſtates, for fear, as the value of 
the ground would be thereby increaſed, 
that the biſhops would demand larger 
fines on each renewal, but by this ſcheme, 
the incumbent is empowered to leaſe du- 
ring incumbency only, and if he ſhould 
take a finc on the making of ſuch a leaſe, 
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as he has no power to renew, the leaſe 
expiritig with his life, he can never re- 
ceive a fecond fine, and conſequently can 
have no opportunity of exacting a larger 
fine, than the firſt, for a fenewal, and 
therefore the lands allotted för the ſup- 
port of the Parochial Clergy, will not be 
leſs cultivated than lay eſtates; though 
it ſhould be admitted, that = eſtates of 
biſhops are ſo. The fecond; afid the 
rand objection, which I _— poſe will be 
made, on the part of the laity, ts this 
ſcheme, is, that The allotment of 12 tweti- 
tieth part of the land of the kingdom to the 
ſupport of the Eſtabliſhed Aergy, who 
with their families, amount ts a very 
ſmall part of the community at large, is 
_ infinitely too great a proviſion for them, 
and more, than they are, in reaſon, inti- 
tled to. This objection I ſhall very fully 


5 confider, and, I think, as fully anſwer, 


and refute. And firſt, it is neceſlary to 

romiſe, that one third at leaſt of all the 
Tithes of the kingdom are 1mpropriate, 
and are lay eſtates ; conſequently the Eſ- 
tabliſhed Clergy, would have, under this 
ſcheme, only one twentieth part, of two 
thirds of the kingdom, that is one thirti- 
eth part of the lands of the whole king- 
dom, allotted for their ſupport : the rent 
of this thirtieth part, when ſet, could not 
annually exceed, as I have already ſhewn, 


one half of the value of the produce of it, 
| when 


„ 
when cultivated by the leſſees; ſo that 
the annual ſubſiſtence of the Eftabliſhed 
Clergy, calculated to the higheſt penny, 
would, or rather might, amount, to one 
Aixtieth part of the yalue of the annual 
produce of the land of the whole king- 
dom. The gains, annually acquired by 
the community at large, by manufactur- 
ing the annual produce, after it is ſever- 


ed from the earth, by arts, profeſſions, 


trades, commerce, and the product of per- 
ſonal eſtates, together with the rents of 
houſes in cities and towns, muſt amount 
annually to at leaſt three times the yalue 
of the annual produce of 'the earth, 
throughout the kingdom; ſo that the 
ſum to be allotted for the maintenance 
of the eſtabliſhed Parochial Clergy, ac- 
cording to this ſcheme, throughout the 
kingdom, (excluſive of what is allotted 
for their maintenance, in a few cities, 
and which, if brought into the calcula- 
tion, would make no very material dif- 
ference) would amount to the two hun- 
dredth and fortieth part of what is an- 
nually received by the whole community 

at large, for their ſubſiſtence. The pa- 
 Fochial eſtabliſhed Clergy of this nation, 
amount to about one thouſand, and as 
none of them can be prieſted, before he 
attains the age of twenty-three years, we 
may ſuppoſe, as the fact really is, that 
they are moſtly married men, and we 

5 . may, 
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82 1 
may, by a groſs calculation, conclude, 
that they and their families, who are to 
be ſupported by this Maintenance, a- 
mount to four thouſand. The inhabi- 
tants of this nation are generally ſuppo- 
ſed to amount to about two millions and 
a half, the prefent eſtabliſned Clergy and 
their families amount therefore to the 
ſix hundredth and twenty-fifth part of 
the whole community, and will "ch by 
this ſcheme, a greater annual ſubſiſtence, 
by the head, than the members of the 
community at large, in the proportion of 
about two and a half to one, or ſomething 
more. In the community at large are in- 
cluded all ranks and conditions of men, 
women and children, from the beggar to 
the firſt nobleman. The number of the 
poor and indigent, of the artizans, and 
huſbandmen, and their families, and in 
ſhort, of all thoſe who procure a liveli- 
hood by their labour and induſtry, infi- 
nitely exceed the number of the rich and 
opulent, and were the whole annual in- 
come of the community at large, to be 
divided into equal ſhares, between all the 
members of the community at large, the 
whole annual portion of the artizan or 
aſant, on ſuch a diviſion, would not 
exceed by more than a third part what he 
now annually acquires by his labour ; 
from whence it will follow, if this ſcheme 


were carried into execution, that the eſ- 
| tabliſhed 


L 3 ] . 

tabliſhed parochial Clergy throughout this 
kingdom, would thereby obtain, one 
with another, a ſubſiſtence for themſelves 
and families, greater, in a proportion of 


three or at moſt four to one, than a com- 


mon artizan annually acquires for the 
ſubſiſtence of himſelf and family. When 


it is conſidered, that Clergymen of the 


eſtabliſhed church are many of them the 
younger branches of the beſt families ; 


that they all receive a liberal education; 


that they muſt ſupport the rank of gentle- 
men; that the ſacred office they are em- 
ployed in, requires that they ſhould be 
raiſed ſomewhat above indigence, were it 
for no other reaſon than to prevent the 
contempt which uſually attends poverty 
from falling on them ; that they are, by 
the nature of their employment, preclu- 
ded from acquiring a livelihood in any 


other manner. That as the miraculous 
interpoſition of the Deity, in furniſhing - 


the Apoſtles, and others, the firſt propa» 
* of the goſpel, with a ſubſiſtence, 
Has long ſince ceaſed, it is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary that ſome fund ſhould be appro- 
priated for the ſupport of the Miniſtry. 
It is to be hoped, that no reaſonable 
_ chriſtian of the eſtabliſhed church, (for 
to ſuch only I addreſs myſelf) will think 
ſuch a maintenance for the parochial eſ- 
tabliſned Clergy, as they would be en- 
titled to, by the carrying this ſcheme 
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L 1 
into execution, too ample, But, if 
any ſuch ſhould be found, I muſt 
temind them, that I have, in a former 
part of this addreſs, proved, that the 
number of the Parochial Clergy of the 
Eſtabliſhed Church, in this kingdom, is 
| utterly inadequate, not only, to the fur- 
ther propagation of the reformed religion, 
amongſt our infatuated and bigotted coun- 
trymen, but even to the maintenance of 
the footing, which the true faith has, by 
the ſpecial proyidence of the Almighty, 
gained amongſt us ; that the maintenance 
and propagation of it, require, at leaſt 
four times the number, and that the in- 
ſurmountable difficulties hitherto attends 
ing the collection of that fund, by law 
appointed for the ſubſiſtence of the mi- 
niſters of the goſpel, had, as yet, pre- 
cluded every poſlibility of augmenting 
their number; and that if the Eſtabliſhed 
Parochial Clergy ſhall be thought to be too 
amply provided for, under this ſcheme, 
their numbers may be augmented by the 
diſſolution of unions of pariſhes, hereto- 
fore made neceſſary, by the ſcantineſs of 
the proviſion, the iniquity of the times 
limited them to, in deſpite of law and 
reaſon, and that their number, even qua- 
' drupled, will be no grearer than neceſſa- 
ry, for the ſervice of God in this king- 
dom, and then the proviſion of each, 


under this ſcheme, will be liable to no 
under this 1 by wi 


. 11 

impeachment, on the ſcore of its being 
too abundant. 7, R Ii 
The juſtice of this ſcheme cannot rea- 
ſonably be objected againſt, on behalf of 


the laity, either Landlords or Tenants. 


For the Eſtabliſhed Parochial Clergy are 
now by law entitled, to one tenth part of 
the annual produce of the lands, in which 
is included the labour and expence of the 
Tenants in raiſing the crops; as well as 


the intrinſick value of the land, which 1 


have already ſhewn, to be annually, of 
not more than one half of the value, of 
the annual produce, that is, that the an- 


nual rent payable out of land to a Land- 


lord, ought not to exceed, one half of the 
value of the annual produce. Now in 
lieu of this tenth of the produce, this 
ſcheme will intitle the incumbent of a pa- 
riſh, only to one twentieth part of the 
land, that is, in fact, to that, which in 
value, will be only equal, to one fortieth 


part of the produce, ſo that the annual 


produce of the tenants farm, will be only 
diminiſhed, by a fortieth part; whereas, 
as the law now ſtands, and as it has 
ſtood for ages, this produce is to be a- 
bridged a full tenth part : and his farm 
was let to him ſubject to ſuch abridgment; 


and the rent of the Landlord will full 


remain the ſame, and muſt rather in- 
creaſe, than diminiſh, on a new letting, 
for the remaining nineteen parts will be 

3 I tithe 
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tithe free, and, as I have already ſhewn; 


will let for more than the whole, ſubject 
to the payment of Tithe. As to the Pa- 
rochial Clergy of the Eſtabliſhed Church, 


1 confeſs, it is impoſſible to convince 


them, that this ſcheme is a juſt one, be- 
cauſe it is not ſo: perhaps, they may 
conſider it, as expedient, when they re- 
flect, that juſtice cannot in this age, be 


expected by them: and that they have 


been, for a ſeries of years, ſo worried by 
every kind of fraud and knavery, practi- 


ſed on them by the Farmer, and ſo plun- 


dered and perſecuted, by open violence 
and robbery ; that their maintenance, as 

I have already ſhewn, is reduced from a 
tenth, to an eightieth part, of the annual 
produce of the Rate ; they will, under it, 
receive one fourth part only, of what they 


have been hitherto legally intitled to; but 


they will receive 1t without litigation and 
ſtrife, and they will no longer labour un- 


der the continual apprehenfion, of being 


put to the crueleſt tortures or maſſacred 
by a ſavage banditti in the day; or burn- 


ed in their beds at night, by nocturnal 


incendiarys: and it will amount to more 
than they have, for ſome years, been able 
annually to reſcue, from the gripe of out- 
rage and plunder. To conclude this 
head, this ſcheme will ſecure a perma- 
nent, though a poor, ſubſiſtence, for the 
Eſtabliſhed Parochial Clergy, not ſubject 

| "ST, to 
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N I 
to continual decay, from the diminution 
of the value of money, nor to diſſipation, 


by the avarice or injuſtice of ſucceſſive 


incumbents. The value of lands always 
bears an exact proportion, to the value of 
the neceſſaries of life, when they riſe or 
diminiſh in price, the rents of lands en- 
creaſe and diminiſh alſo: and, under this 
plan, no leaſe can be made by an incum- 
bent to the injury of his ſucceſſor. 

I hope that no perſon, from what I 
have here thrown out, reſpecting this 


ſcheme, for ſubſtituting a mode for the 


ſupport of the Clergy of the eſtabliſhed 
church, in lieu of Tithes, will imagine, 
or, at all conclude, that this ſcheme meets 
my own approbation. I am fully ſenſi- 
ble of the injuſtice of it, with reſpect to 
the Clergy ; I have only mentioned it as 
the laſt reſource to be reſorted to by them, 
in caſe the iniquity of the age, combining 
with the power of their enemies, ſhould 
compel them to embrace any expedient 
which may offer, to protect themſelves 
from utter extirpation, and |the light of 
the goſpel, from final ektinknon in this 


devoted country; diſtreſſed mariners, un- 


able to ſave their ſhip from being daſhed 
to pieces on ſhoals and rocks, are obliged 
to lay hold of the ſmalleſt plank, to ſave 
themſelves from being ſwallowed up by 
the raging ocean. With this view alone, 
have I brought forward the hint of ſuch 

== - a ſcheme ; 
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a ſcheme; my zeal for the intereſts of re- 
ligion and the ſtate, has induced me to 
indulge myſelf with ſome faint ideas, that 
it might be, in the laſt extremity, prac- 
ticable ; thongh I can plainly ſee difficul- 
ties almoſt inſurmountable, againſt the 
execution of it, in any event: and 1 
clearly perceive, that it would ſtrongly 
tend to illaqueate the Clergy in the ſecu- 
lar employment of farming, and cultiva- 
ting their own lands, for the. purpoſe, of 
thereby Dee their ſcanty ſubſiſt- 
ence, to the prejudice of their ſtudies, and 
the interruption of theit labours in God's 
vineyard, contrary to the canons of the 
church of this nation, and even to an act 
of parliament * now in force in England; 
which I mention to ſhew that our Eng- 
liſh. anceſtors thought the Clergy ax 
not to be impeded, by the laborious exerti- 
ons of farming and tilling the earth, from 
attending to the more important duties 
of their holy function, which has indeed 
been the opinion of all good chriftians, in 
all ages, and was a principal reaſon of 
allotting Tithe for their ſupport, the tenth 
part of the produce of the cultivated 
earth, which they were to receive, with- 
out being drawn off from their attention 
to their duty, by being obliged toattend to 
the cultivation. I am further impelled to 
| | 5 apo- 


* 21 Henry VIII, chap, 1 3. ſeQ, 2, 5, & 8. 
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nation, for having even ſuggeſted ſo ina- 
dequate a commutation for their Tithes ; 


from obſerving how different the conduct 


of the Engliſh nation is to their Clergy, 


in allotting the quantum of the commu- 
tations, which there, at fometimes, take 


place, for Tithes. In all bilts enacted by 8 


the Britiſh parliament, for ineloſing com- 
mon fields, a full ſeventh part of the 


land incloſed is allstted to the ineumbent 
of the pariſh in which ſuch fields lie: 

the Engliſh parliament being therein 
guided by juſtice, knowing that one-tenth 


rt of the annual produee of culfivated 


land, payable for ever, is more valuable 


than one-tenth of the ſame land unculti- 
vated, or to be cultivated by the poflef- 
for. SS 5 
The jifth general head of this addreſs, 


to wit, that the methods of recovering 


Tithe, by the law of the land, as it now 
ſtands, from thoſe who unjuſtly withhold 
or ſubtract it, have been deviſed with 
great equity and moderation, and are nei- 


ther vexatious, oppreſſive, nor expenſive, 


will admit of a very ſhort proof, that of 
merely reciting the law in that particular, 
and it would have been entirely unneceſ- 
fary, to have aduced any proof of it, 
particularly in reſpe to thoſe, who are 


even moderately ſkilled in the law of the 


land, had not the author of the pamphlet 
19 5 M 2 already 


apoligize to the eſtabliſhed Clergy of this 
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already often mentioned; and other ſcrib- 
lers, equally ignorant and malicious, 
raiſed a clamour againſt, what they ſtile 
the vexatious and expenſive litigations of a 
biſhops court, - By an aQ of parliament 
paſſed in this kingdom, in the ſeventh. 
year of his preſent Majeſty, it is enacted; 
That for the future, before any citation 
ſhall iſſue, under the ſeal of any eccleſiaſ- 
tical court, in any cauſe for ſubtraction 
of Predial Tithes, a petition or complaint 
in writing, ſhall be lodged in the regiſtry 
of ſuch court, in which ſhall be inſerted, 
all the Predial Tithes then due, by the 
perſon ſo to be cited, ſo as that no ſecond 
ſuit, ſhall be commenced againſt the ſame 
perſon, for any ſuch Predial Tithes, 
which ſhall have become due before that 
time: and a copy of ſuch petition or 
complaint, atteſted by the regiſter of ſuch 
court, ſhall be ſerved upon the party ſo 
to be cited, along with the copy of ſuch 
citation, which citation ſhall alſo contain 
an intimation to the party ſo to be cited, 
that whether he ſhall appear, at the time 
and place appointed, or contumaciouſly 
abſent himſelf, the judge of ſaid court, 
will neverthelefs proceed in a ſummary 
way, to hear, and finally determine, 
ſuch cauſe, upon the day aſſigned by ſuch 
citation, provided that the time aſſigned 
in ſuch citation, for the appearance of 
the party ſo to be cited, ſhall not be ſoon- 

£2 er 
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er than thirty days, after the date of ſuch 
citation, and that the ſame ſhall be ſerv- 
ed, together with the copy of ſuch peti- 
tion or complaint, within three days af- 
ter the date of ſuch citation, in ſuch man- 
ner, as citations are uſually ſerved in other 
caſes, in ſaid courts; and upon the return 
of ſuch citation and intimation as aforeſaid, 
and due proof made of the ſervice thereof, 
with ſuch copy of ſuch petition or com- 
plaint as before directed, by oath in wri- 
ting, on the back of ſuch citation, or an- 


nexed thereto, ſworn before the judge of 


the court from whence the ſame iſſued, 
it ſhall be lawful for the ſaid judge there- 
upon to proceed in a ſummary way, to 
hear and determine ſuch cauſe, by exa- 
mination of witneſſes viva voce, and ſuch 
other legal proofs as ſhall be offered to him 
on behalf of either of the parties, and to 

ive final ſentence thereupon, either in 
the preſence of the party ſo cited and in- 
timated, or his proctor, if he ſhall appear, 
or in pain of his contumacy, in caſe he 


ſhall abſent himſelf, and to adjudge coſts 


to the party, who ſhall prevail in ſuch 
ſuit, not exceeding one pound fix ſnhil- 


lings and eight pence. The ſtatute then 
proceeds and enacts, that no ſubſcription, 


of advocate or proctor, ſhall be neceſſary, 


to the petition, that no exception ſhall be 
admitted to it for want of form ; that 
both parties may appear without proctors : 


that- 
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that the determination ſhall be according | 
to juſtice only, without regard te form, 
_ that neither judge not regiſter ſhall have 
any fees, that on refuſal to pay the fum 
adjudged, as the value of the Tithes fub- 
tracted, within fifteen days after the par- 
ty is ſerved with a monition for the pur- 
poſe, the recovery ſhall be by civil bill, 
if the ſum is under twenty pounds. That 
on the hearing of ſuch civil bill, a copy of 
the monition ſerved, under ſeal of the 
court out of which it iſſued, and proof 
that it was ſerved, fifteen days before the 
| hearing, ſhall be fufficient and concluſive 
evidence of the ſum due. That it ſhall 
be lawful for any defendant fued by civil 
bill, under that act, to give in evidence 
any matter or thing ſubſequent to the 
ſentence, in the eceleſiaſtical court, which 
may be ſufficient, either in law or equity, 
to diſcharge him of the whole of the ſum, 
deereed againſt him by the ſentence of 
that court, arid that the defendant, as to 
fuch matter, ſhall be at hberty to exa- 
mine the plaintiff, or his known proctor, 
on oath, giving reaſonable notice of ſuch 
his intention. Now from examining this 
lav, which is the law, under which all 
Predial Tithes muſt be ſued for in eccle- 
fiaſtical courts at this day; it will appear 
that no law whatſoever could be framed, 
the effects of which would be more expe- 


ditious, or leſs vexatious, and expenſi ve 
to 


— 


, 
to the litigant parties. So far as the cocle- 
ſiaſtical oourt is concerned, in the execu- 
tion of it, neither the plaintiff or defen- 
dant need to employ either ad vocate or 
proctor, agent, attorney, or eounſel: the 
petition, on which the whole proceeding 
is grounded, is to contain nothing, but 
an account of all the Tithe due, conſe- 
quently may be drawn up even by a 
country ſchool maſter : and muſt compre» 
hend all matters, relative to the. Tithes, 
in diſpute between the parties, ſo as ta 
prevent multiplicity of ſuits. The de- 
fendant muſt have a copy of this petition, 
and the day of hearing muſt be fignified to 
him, four weeks before the hearing of the 
cauſe, ſo that all ſurprize is cut off; and he has 
a reaſonable time to determine, whether he 
vill conteſt the ſuit, or pay the demand: 
and if he ſhall determine to conteſt, to 
prepare for his defence : the whole hear- 
ing muſt be finiſhed in one day, the day 
of appearance: and the witneſſes on both 
ſides muſt be examined viva voce in open 
court : no particular form of pleading is 
to be obſerved, nor are any exceptions to 
be admitted, on that account : no coſts, 
. exceeding one pound eight ſhillings and 
ſix pence, can be given on either ſide. 
The defendant, if the ſentence is againſt 
him, has his appeal ſaved to him by the 
act, and he has fifteen days, after he is 
ſerved with a monition for that purpoſe, 

| to 
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to pay the ſum decreed and the coſts, 

which if he negleRs to do, he is ſuable by 
civil bill only, for any ſum he may be 
condemned in-under twenty pounds : and 
neither the judge, or regiſter of the ec- 
cleſiaſtical court, is to receive any. fees 
whatſoever, upon the occaſion, nor even 
advocate or proctor, unleſs the parties 
think fit to employ them, and then too, 
their fees are in the diſcretion of the par- 
ties, and in general there is no occaſion 
for their aſſiſtance. ' Do ſuch proceedings 
in eccleſiaſtical courts, merit the epithets 
of vexatious and expenſive litigations ? It 
muſt be admitted, that in no courts 'of 
Juſtice in the world, is relief given with 
greater eaſe, greater expedition, or leſs 
expence to all parties, than is given by 
the eccleſiaſtical courts of this kingdom, 
under the wiſe and moderate proviſions 
of that account. 

The fixth and laſt part of this addreſs 
muſt conſiſt more of concluſions and in- 
ferences from the preceding parts of it, 
than of any new proofs or premiſſes; 
and I truſt I ſhall be able fully to execute 
what J propoſed to myſelf in the fixth 
head of my diſcourſe, as mentioned in 
the beginning of it, and to which I re- 
fer the reader ; but more particularly to 
demonſtrate, that our religious eſtabliſh- 
ment is the main pillar of our conſtituti- 


on. and that it cannot be pulled down 
without 


: „ 

without the ruin of the whole ſtructure of 
our government. I have already, I hope, 
fully proved that Popery is the root from 
whence the preſent inſurrections ſpring; 
The inſurgents are all Papiſts, their ma- 
nifeſtoes proclaim them to be ſo, their 


Prieſts openly read them at their altars, 


their maſs-houſes are their places of ren- 
dez vous, where they bind themſelves by 


ſolemn oaths to execute their deſigns, 


and the extirpation of the Proteſtant eſta- 
bliſhed Clergy, and conſequently of their 
religion, is the object of their confedera- 
cy. Some particular events and circum- 
ſtances have, at this time, cauſed the fire 
of theſe diſcontents, hitherto ſmothered, 
to break out into a blaze; the firſt and 
principal of theſe are, the haſty and impro- 
vident repeal. of the moſt important parts of 

| that code of laws, called Popery laws; and 
particularly of that part of them, which 

. forbid the acquiſition of freehold proper- 
ty by Papiſts; by the firſt alteration 
made in this ſyſtem of laws, Papiſts were 
empowered to take leaſes of lands at any 
rent, forsthe term of nine hundred and 


ninety- nine years. This alteration allow- 


ed Papiſts the acquiſition of eſtates, equal 
in durability and profit to the eſtates of 
Proteſtants; but it did not allow them, 
or their tenantry, to become freeholders. 


Liberty to acquire landed property, and 
ſecurity of it when acquired, were _ | 
| tne 
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the only objects aimed at by Papiſts; 
they wanted power and the privilege of 
intermeddling in the government and le- 
giſlation of this Proteſtant ſtate. And in 
a ſeſſion or two, after they had been in-—- 
dulged with the firſt alteration, they pro- 
cured a fecond, am powering them to 
acquire landed property in fee: ftmple; 
The laſt alteration has already given them 
t weight in county elections for mem- 
ber af parliament, far though by the 
preſent laws, they ate themſelves diſqua- 
_ lified from voting at ſuch elections, yet 
ſuch of their tenantry as are Prateſtants 
and free holders, are under their controul. 
and muſt vote as they direct, and ſeveral 
Papiſts now command the votes and in- 
tereſt of con ſiderable numbers of Proteſ- : 
tant frecholders in the ſeveral. counties in 
this kingdom; and by degrees, in this 
ſtate, in which by the operations af com- 
meree, landed property is fluctating, their 
numbers will enable them to ſecure to 
themſelves ſuch a landed property, that 
they will acquire a vaſt influence and 
weight in the conſtituent body, and con- 
fequently in the eonſtituted; or in other 
words, in the Houſe of Commons, ſo, 
that if their principles, would permit them 
to waft patiently for a revolution in their 
favour, the operation of time alone would 
effect it, But this view of future aggran- 
dizement is ſo far from indueing them 
* 5 885 | to 
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to expect patiently their ſlow, but cet- 
tain, advances to power, that it has the 
ſame effect on them, the view of the 
game has on a pack of honnds; and 
they are determined to ſeize it by imme- 
_ diate inſurreQion and outrage. Another 
circumſtance which has much contribut- 
ed to the prefent diſturbances is, the va 
amumber of Papiſis in this kingdom, 
have lately armed and regimented them- 
felves, under the denomination of Volunteers; 
they have not only intermixe$&themfelvyes 
with Proteſtants, in ſeveral bodies of Vo- 
Janteers, but have formed diſtinct bodies 
themſclves. And even in the city of 
Dublin, the Popiſh Volunteers, under the 
_ inſulting denomination of the IRISH BRI- 
GADE, greatly outnumbered all the 
other Volunteers. This they have dene 
with impunity, though as the law now 
ſtands, a Papiſt, being convicted of cat- 
rying arms (and the proof of his being a 
Papiſt, is his reſuſal to take the oaths 
of abjuration and ſupremacy, arid the 
declaration againſt tranſubſtantion) is on 
the firſt conviction to be fined fifty 
pounds, and impriſoned one year; ãnd 
on a ſecond conviction, to tindefgo the 
penalties of a Premunire, the ſevereſt 
penalties, next to death, inflicted by our 
laws. The Papiſts have thas experimen- 
tally found, that the laws are not cx66u- 
ted, that they are only bug-bears fo 

N 2 frighten 


I 
frighten children, and conclude that they 
may as ſafely violate the laws in other 
particulars, and ſubvert the Eſtabliſhed 
Religion, and that being armed and diſ- 
ciplined they are able to effect their pur- 

poſes by downright force. Cromwell, 
one day converſing with Whitlock his 
chancellor, on the expediency of his aſ- 
ſuming the title of king, was told by him, 

that he could never ſupport himſelf on 
the throne, for that nine parts in ten of 
the people would be againſt him. The 
ſagacious uſurper thereupon obſerved to 
him, that he could notwithſtanding ſup- 
port himſelf, by diſarming the nine, and 
putting the fword into the tenth man's 
hand, how would he ſmile were he now 
alive, at the folly of our modern Protef- 
tant Iriſh Patriots, who having the fword 
in their own hands, and being in num- 
ber, when compared with the Papiſts, in 
the proportion of one to ſixteen, put their 
ſwords into the hands of theſe Papiſts, for 
the protection of their liberty property 
and the Proteſtant Religion. Another 
reaſon that theſe inſurrections have broke 
out in this laſt ſummer, is, that a bill, 
was (to ſay no worſe of it) very haſtily 
and improvidently, introduced into par- 
liament, in the courſe of laſt ſeſſion, pur- 
porting to be a bill for the protection of 
the perſons and properties of the Clergy of 
the Eſtabliſhed Church. The gentleman 


Who 


„„ 

vrho introduced this bill, was not com- 
miſſioned to do ſo, by any of the Eſta- 
bliſhed Clergy of the nation, that I can 
find, nor did he introduce it in concert, 
or after previous conſultation, with any 
conſiderable body of them ; and if with 
any of them, with a very ſmall number; 
it is very difficult to gueſs, what induced 
him to introduce ſuch a bill, a few of the 
Eſtabliſhed: Clergy in the dioceſe of Cork, 
had ſuffered in their properties, and ſome 
threats had been thrown out againſt their 
perſons, in conſequence of ſome diſputes 
between them and their pariſhioners, pre- 
vious to the introduction of this bill, but 
the laws' then in force, if executed, were 
fully competent to their relief and ſecuri- 


ty, and this bill, to treat it in the mildeſt 


manner, was unneceſſary. There are 
men in the community, poſſeſſed by an 
unquiet pragmatical ſpirit, which, when 
it takes poſſeſſion of a legiſlator, is the 
_ occaſion, not only of excrefencies, but of 
confuſion, in our ſtatute code. 'The bill 
was ill digeſted, had many exceptionable 
_ clauſes in it, and if it had paſſed into a 

law, would have been the occaſion of 
_ miſchief and inconvenience. inſtead of 
advantage, to the Clergy : it luckily miſ- 


carryed, in the houſe of commons, and 


never was introduced into the houſe of 
lords: during the debates on this bill 
in parliament, . ſome ill-weighed reflec- 

| * 


tions, and which, on examination, 
would have been found to have ariſen 
from miſtake and miſ-i nformation, were 
thrown out on the Clergy, and their 
Proctors, reſpecting the collection of 
Tithe, it was aſſerted by one gentleman, 
that the Clergy were the moſt litigious 
men in the community, for that they 
were plaintiffs in more civil bills at the 
aſſizes throughout the kingdom, than any 
other deſcription of men. But had that 
gentleman conſidered, that by the com- 
mon practice throughout the kingdom, 
the incumbent, when he agrees with a 
pariſhioner to Tell his Tithe to him for a 
certain ſum of money, is not paid the 
money, but accepts the pariſhioner's note 
for it, payable in one year after the date: 
that he is under the neceſſity of accept- 
ing three or four hundred of theſe notes, 
in the courſe of a year, that the pariſhio- 
ners, as I have already ſhewn, are averſe 
from paying any Tithe whatſoever, that 
as well the amount of theſe notes, as the 
fums decreed to an incumbent, in an Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Court, when he facs for fub- 
traction, muſt be recovered by civil bill 
at the aſſizes; I am perſuaded he would 
be convinced, that his deduction of the 
litigiouſneſs of the Clergy, from their be- 
ing frequently obliged to Hex by civil bill, 
was unwarrantable. As ill- founded were 
the reflections thrown out in the — 
1 n o 
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of that debate, on the Clergy, for em- 


ploying Proctors, in the collection of their 


Tithes. It is impoſſible for a Clergyman, 


to attend to the duties of his profeſſion, 


and at the ſame time, go through all the 


labour of collecting his Tithe throughout 
his pariſn; it is to be collected moſtly by 
_ crowns and half crowns, from two, three, 
or four hundred perſons ; it muſt be va- 
lned, and agreements. for the ſale of it 
muſt be made. With much more juſtice, 
might a clamour be raiſed, againſt gen- 
tlemen of landed property, for employ- 
ing agents in the ſetting their lands, and 
colleding their rents. The debates how= 


ever on this bill, were all inferted in the 


feveral Newſpapers, and no reflection on 
the Clergy was omitted; the Newſpa- 
in this kingdom, as I have alread 
obſerved, being moſtly 2 by Popiſh 
Printers. The Bill itſelf, was intitled, a 
Bill for the protection of the Perſons, 
Houſes, and Properties, of Rectors, Vi- 
ears, and Curates, actually reſident in 
their pariſhes, or in any one of them. 
Theſe debates, and the miſcarriage of a 


bill, with fuch title, ſpread like wildfire 


through the kingdom; ſome men of great 
weight, and in the confidence of Govern- 


ment, were repreſented in the publicati- 
ons of theſe debates, as having ſpoken ve- 


ry hardly of the Clergy, and their Proc- 


tors, and as having accuſed them of ex- 
action in the collection of their Tithes.. 


The 


131. 
The Papiſts immediately concluded, that 
this was their time to eommence hoſtilities 
againſt the eſtabliſned Clergy, and that 
they would be countenanced, or at leaſt 
connived at by Government; and inſtant- 
ly broke out into open outtage and vio- 
lence; and formed a ſolemn league, and 
Covenant againſt the Church eſtabliſned. 
I have already, I believe, fully proved, 
that the aim of the Inſurgents, is the ex- 
tirpation of all the Clergy of the eftabliſh= 
ed Church, the conſequent proſcription 
of the Proteſtant Faith, and the tranſla- 
tion of all the Tithes of the kingdom, in- 
to the hands of the Romiſh Prieſts. It 3s 
evident that the implements they have 
hitherto uſed to effect their End, have 
been Torture, Fire, and Sword; for not- 
withſtanding their diurnal ineetings have 
been, as yet, e eee 
any direct aſſaults on the Clergy, or their 
Agents: yet, when any perſon has preſu- 
med to act contrary to their Manifeſtoes, 
he has been murdered, maimed, or put to 
the Torture in the night, and his proper- 
ty conſumed by Fire or otherwiſe deſtroy. 
ed. No Government under the Sun, re- 
gulated by a ſyſtem, of laws, would act 
wiſely in repealing any one of thoſe laws, 
or in making any alterations in them, at 
the requiſitions of deſperate inſurgents, 
who demand the repeal or amendment 
of the ancient laws of the ſtate, at the 
point of the Sword; if ſuch 9 
| Fo» | a 
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| had the power of reducing them to obe- 


dience to the laws, becauſe ſuch is hy- 
man nature, that the common people in 
every ſtate, are ever ready to pull down 
their ſuperiors, and they never want in- 


cendiaries to inflame their paſſions, men 
who aim at procuring power and riches, 


dy putting themſelves at the head of 


parties, and making the mobility ignorant - 


tools of their ambition. If a government 
were weak enough to ſubmit to the de- 


| mands of theſe demogogues, ſupported by 


open rebellion, they would only enfure 
the ſpeedy diſſolution of the ſtate, be- 
cauſe the inſurgents would not fail to at- 


tribute their ſucceſs, to the weakneſs of 
the ſtate, which would only encourage 
them to make further demands, ſpread 


their influence, and multiply their adhe- 
rents, amongſt the commonalty ; till at 


length, like a mountain torrent, ſwelled 


by a thouſand auxiliary ſtreams, they 
would overwhelm the ſociety. If this 
reaſoning will be found applicable to eve- 
ry civil ſociety throughout the earth, 


how much more ſtrongly does it apply to 


this realm. This kingdom is one limb 


of a mighty empire, the Eſtabliſhed Reli- 


gion throughout this empire, is the Pro- 
teſtant reformed Religion, and the mem- 


bers of it generally profeſs that faith, at 


leaſt a great majority of them. In this 


kingdom however, the maſs of the people 
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profeſs the Remiſh Faith, and are attache 
ed to it with a moſt extraordinary degree 
of bigotry ;. and ngt content with the to- 
leration of their ſuperſtition, numbers of 
them riſe up in open rebellion, fall an the 
Eſtabliſhed Clergy throughout the king» 
dem, with an aygwed deiign of cxtirpats 
ing them; complain that the ſupport ſet» 
tled for this Clergy, by the laws of the 
land, is a puhlick grievance; and openly 
demand, that this Proteſtant ſtate ſhall 
enact lays, to abridge, (thay is, as 1 
already ſhewn to anflihilate) this mainte- 
tance, and oonſequently root out the Ef. 
tabliſhed Clergy, and the Eſtabliſhed Re- 
ligion. They proceed even further in 
their factious requiſitions, and demand, 
in effect, the deſtruction of all impropri- 
ations, that is, that the payment of all 
Tithes, which, ſince the diſſolution of 
monaſteries, have become lay property, 
under the charters of the crown, and 
have been purchaſed: from the crown for 
valuable. conſideration, which amount to. 
one third of the Tithes of the whole 
kingdom, ſhall be aboliſhed, though they 
compole great part of the eſtates of ſeve- 
ral of the nobility. and gentry, ſettled by 
family ſettlements, and conveyed by. pur= 
chaſes for valuable. 8 
generation to generation, now for up- 
wards of two centuries, inſiſting, at the 
point of the Sword, on the abolition of 


the 


EW, 1 
the Eſtabliſnec Retigio, and the def: 
| E 


truction, as well of the pattimony of the 
church, as of the private eſtates of a con- 
fiderable part of the community; in di- 


rect violation; not only of all the rules of 


the munivipal law, but of natutal juſtice 
and equity. Jt is impoflible, that any 
Rate, cam ſubmit to the dictates of ſuch a 


banditti, from any motives; except thoſe 
| of weakneſs and fear. And fhould they 
be complied with, ſes what conſequences 


muſt follow. Firſt Popery will become the 
eſtabliſned religion, for I have already 
thewn, that the 'Tithes wreſted from the 


1 Clergy will be paid tothe 


*opiſh, and the Tithes wreſted from the 
lay impropriators will be paid to the dif- 
ferent ſocieties of Friars, to Whom they 
' heretofore belonged, and who ſtill pre- 
ſerve at Roms, and elſewhere, exact re- 
\cords'of their former poſſeſſions; as welt 
lands au tithes': the people finding go- 
vernment too weak to) maintain the re- 
ligion of the ſtate, of even private pro- 
perty; will riſe in theis demands, and re- 


quire the repeal of all laws yet exiſting a- 
gainſt Popery or Papal: uſurpation': they 
will then remember, that their anceſtors: 
loſt their eſtates by having committed 
repeated acts of rebellion, (which how- 


ever they always cloaked; under the pre- 
tence of ſupporting their religion, that is 
Popery, and which the bulk of the peo- 

| 92 | ple 
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ple believe to be the caſe) and particular- 
ly by maintaining an obſtinate . rebel- 

| lion, the cauſe of a prince depoſed from 
the thrane of this realm, within the courſe 
of this century, for endeavouring to ſub- 
vert the Proteſtant religion, and eſtabliſh 
Popery: and which eſtates are moſtly 
now in the hands of Proteſtants: the 
will demand the reſtitution of all theſe 
eſtates, they will perceive that it is as 
much an abſurdity in politicks, to have a 
Proteſtant Monarch over a Popiſh people, 
as a Popiſh Monarch over a Proteſtant 
people; and this their perception will be 
quickened by the principles of their reli- 
gion, which teach them, that no allegiance 
1s due to heretical princes, but that they 
may be juſtly depoſed and murdered by 
their ſubjects, as the Pope commanded 
the Engliſh ſubjects to do by Queen Eli- 
zabeth, by his famous Bull of excommu- 
nication. They will therefore turn the 
cry of Vor Populi Vox Dei upon our pre- 
ſent agitating patriots, and demand a 
Popiſh Monarch, and a repeal of thoſe 
laws, which diſable Papiſts from inhe- 
riting the crown of theſe realms : they 
will then attempt to ſever this kingdom 
from Great Britain, by ſetting up a Po- 
piſh prince for their king, perhaps one 
of the Sardinian or French houſes, exclu- 
ded from inheriting the throne, for-being 
— Papiſts, by the preſent laws: the ww 
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—_ loyull Proteſtant inhabitants of Great 
Britain, will not admit a Popiſh prince to 
ſway their ſcepter, nor will they be 
eaſily debauched by Popiſh incendia- 

_ ries, and their helliſh doarines of de- 
' poſition, and murder, from their allegience 
to our preſent glorious Sovereign, and 
his Family; but will ſupport his rights 
in this kingdom by their Swords: thus 
will a Civil War between Great and Ire- 
land ariſe; in which are faithleſs and am- 
bitious neighbours, the French will not 
fail to take a part, and ſuch a War (which 
may the Almighty God avert) muſt end, 
either in the final reduction of Ireland. 
by the Sword of our lawful Monarch, 
and the exemplary puniſhment'of reſtleſs, 
inſidious, faithleſs, Popiſh Rebels, or in 
the deſtruction of Great Britain; which; 
muſt involve the Ruin of the Proteſtant 
Religion, and the Liberties of Europe. 
And in any event, this devoted nation, 
muſt fee] the Scourges of the Almighty, 
Famine, Peſtilence, and the Sword ; and 


be again, as it has oft before, by the | 


ſame means, and from the ſame -cauſes, 
reduced to a Deſert : I will not heſitate 
therefore to pronounce, that any Man 
who ſhall attempt to ſupport, abet, or 
_ countenance, the pretenſions of the pre- 
ſent Inſurgents, is an enemy to the Bri- 
tiſh Empire, and particularly to this king- 


dom; to the indiſſoluble connection, 
I 8 which 


7 
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which it is neceſſary ſhould fab; be. 
tween Great Britain and Ireland, to our 

| glorious Conſtitution, to the reformed re- 
in general, but particularly to the 


religion eſtabliſhed in this kingdom, and 


a Traytor to his Sovereign. I cannot | 
better conelude this long 'addrefs, in 
which T truſt I have proved the notorious | 
mjuſtice, and the ruinous uences, 
of complying in any ſhape with the flagi- 


tious demands of the Faſurgents, chan bd 7 


inſerting an extract from a ſpeech, made 
in the famous long Parliament, by the c- 
lebrated Mr. Waller the Poet, diffuading 

that aſſembly, from complying with the 


= 8 demands of à riotous and clamorous Mob, 


for the abolition of prelacy, and the ſeiz- 
ing of the Eſtates of the gonad in bart N 


fands 185 whey | 


Oyſter Women locked their Fiſh _ 
And rh: mrs to Court to cry no'Biſhop. | 


| The extract is to be found in the life of 
Mr. Waller, written by Doctor Samuel 
Johnſon: and the whole ſpecch, as there 
inſerted, pavers =o ſtrong: mcg: to 
e, that ve Bodies, ought not 

| ro Fay. on, raſſily and unjuſtly,, 
to encroach on the Property of the Sub- 
ject, by the Clamours of the Dregs of the 


Fear raiſed; 40 the · Arts of the Factious 
and 
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and Ambitious. The extract is as fol- 


? 


lows 8 : 
* 
"* 
+ ay * 


A 


I fee ſame are moved with a number of bands 
„ againſt the Biſhops ; which, I confeſs, rather inclines 
„ me to their defence; for I look r Epiſcopacy as a 
“ counterſoarp, or out-work ; which, if it be taken by 
6 this aſſauk of the People, and; with all, this m ; 
% once revealed, That ze mf deny them nothing, when' they 
- ©. oft it thus in Traps, we may in the next place have as 
hard a taſk to defend our Property, as we have lately ß 
* had to 6 rg tnx, the Mo ee If, by multi- 
. © plyin ds and Petitions, they prevail for any equality 
N 2 of has Eeeleſiaſtieal, the next demand perhaps 2 
* Lex Agraria, the like equality in things Temporal. | 
* The Roman Story tells us, that when the People be- 
4 gan to flock about the Senate, and were more curious to 
direct and know what was done, than to obey, that 
„Commonwealth ſoon came to ruin: their Jegem rogere 
4 grew quickly to be legen ferre and after, when their 
„ Legions had found, that they could make a dictator, 
s they never fuffered the Senate to have a Voice any 
& mare in ſuch Election.“ | | 


= wag? 


Nothing now remains, my Lords and 

Gentlemen, but to aſſure you, that the 

perſon who addreſſes you, is a Layman : 

and he takes the, liberty of ſubſcribing 
himſelf, 9 of 


; Vour devoted Servant, 


THEO PHIL us. 
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devoted iſle. 
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- 2 our enemies, * 1 * 10 * ; 
mit to you our claim to the protection of a hu- 


mane gentry, and humbly ſolicit yours, if faid 


Claims ſhall appear to 4 founded 1 in Juſtice and 


good policy yxp. 55 
In every age, count and religion, che „ 

prieſthood are allowed to ave been artful, uſur- - 

ping, and tenacious of their Wars uired prero- 


gatives. Often have their ja an b g intereſts and 


opinions deluged with Chri 


Some thirty "A 


* 


The luxurious parſon drowned in the riot of 
his table the bitter groans of thoſe wretches that 


his proctor fleeced, and the poor remnant of 
dc proctor's rapine was ſure to be gleaned by 
the rapacious Prieſt—but it was blaſphemy to 
complain of him; Heaven we thought would 
_. wing its lightnig to blaſt the wretch who grudg- 


eld the Holy Father's ſhare. Thus plundered 


dy either clergy, we had reaſon to wiſh for our 
"ample Druids again. 


At laſt, however, it dicaſed p pitying Heaven 


| ro diſpel the murky cloud of bigotry that ho- 


| voered over us ſo . ſhot her 
ö : cheering 4 


The following i is a TORE of EN by : 
Areſfed by the Right Hon. SrL VER 
e from the PROPOS 5 * 16. * . 


ian blood this long = 


4 go, our unhappy fathers, 
galled beyond human Jufferance, like a captive | 
uon vainly ſtruggling in the toils, ſtrove vio- 
lently to ſnap their bands aſunder, but inſtead - 
thereof rivited them to more tight. —Exhauſted . 
by'the bloody ſtruggle, the poor of this pro- 
vince ſubmitted to their oppreſſion, and fattened 
with their vitals each decimating leech. 
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1 14 . 
che rays, and enlightened the peaſant's 
ho ny as the ſplendid hall—O'Leary told 


us, ue” hs as Friar could, that a God of univer- 
Lal love would not confine his ſalvation to one 


ſect alone, and that the ſubjects election Was 


the beſt title to the Crown. 
Thus improved in our religion and W 
we could not but acquit the legiſlature of for- 


| mer ſeverity to a deſcription ſo long miſled by 


7 


an ignorant and diſaffected clergy we reſolve 
to evince on every occaſion the change in our 
Lentimęnts, and hope to ſucceed in our ſincere 
3 examine the double ſource of our 
grievances, and debated long how to get them 
removed; until at length our reſolves terminat- 
ed] in this general peaceful remogſtrance. 

Humanity, juſtice, and polièy, enforce our 
requeſt.— whit the tithe farmer enjoys the fruit 
. @f our labour, agriculture muſt decreaſe, and 
while the griping prieſt infiſts on more from the 
' bridegroom than he is worth, population muſt 
be retarded. - 

Let the legiflature befriend us now, and we 


"oh are theirs for ever; our ſincerity or the warmth 


our attachment, where one profeſſed, was 


| never queſtioned, and we are bold to ſay, no 
ſuch imputation will ever fall on the Munſter 
- peaſantry, _ ; 
At a very numerous and peseeable meeting of 
the Delegates of the Munſter peaſantry, held 
on Thurſday the 1ſt of July, 1786, the fol- 
lowing reſolutions were unayimouſly agreed 
to, VIZ. 
Reſolved, That by the common rights of 
mankind, the aggrieved are warranted to ſeek 


” Fer redreſs. | | 
P | Reſolved, 
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